d 
i 
| 


| 
| 


THE 
HERALD 


STAFF: 


| CHAIRMAN: - 
Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Nathaniel Popp 


Report of Litigation Counsel 
Regarding First of America 
Bank Settlement 


To: Bishop Nathaniel 
The Episcopate Council 
All Episcopate Members, Faithful and Supporters 
Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen! 


I am greatly pleased to confirm that on April 17th, 
Great and Holy Saturday, First of America Bank deliv- 
ered the previoiusly announced $250,000.00 settlement 
to the Episcopate. The benefit of receiving this sum 
certain, here and now without more delay, is itself of 
great importance. 


The settlement would have been even more well- 
received had it been possible to place it all into the 
Episcopate General Administrative Fund for operations 
and to consolidate financial stability. Nonetheless, this is 
not to be. More than 88% of the net recovery will be 
paid into Trust Funds that cannot be applied to the 
Episcopate’s everyday operating expenses. The Episco- 
pate Council has recognized this fact and has approved 
this method of allocating the recovery. The $116,000.00 
drained from the General Administrative Fund was not 
taken from First of America bank accounts but by other 
methods. The Administrative Fund will thus not partici- 
pate in the apportionment among the other funds. 


It cannot be known whether the future will bring any 
further recovery for the General Administrative Fund; it 
seems unlikely from the evidence available to me. But as 
the Episcopate now selflessly restores this settlement to 
the funds held in trust, she honors her precious heritage 
of integrity and honor. We can all take satisfaction in this 
and look to the future with confidence in our Episcopate 
and trust in Almighty God who watches over us. 


Ronald A. Muresan 
Attorney at Law 
April 22, 1993, Bright Wednesday 
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HIERARCHAL 
SCHEDULE 


EEA i 
March 16-19, Tuesday-Friday. Syosset, NY. Meet- 
ing of the Holy Synod. 


March 19, Friday Evening. St. Mary, NY. Meeting 
of the Atlantic Seaboard Deanery. 


March 21, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 


March 25, Thursday. Annunciation Day. Rives Junc- 
tion, MI. Dormition Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 


March 28, Sunday. Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantin 
& Helen. Divine Liturgy. Pastoral Visits. 


March 28, Sunday evening. Dearborn Hgts., MI. 
Sts. Peter & Paul. Presided at inter-Orthodox Vespers. . 


April 2, Friday. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral. Pre-sanctified Liturgy. 


April 4, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dormitio 
Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 


April 5. Monday. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral. Meeting of the By-Laws Committee. 


April 10, Lazarus Saturday. Rives Junction, ML 
Dormition Monastery. Divine Liturgy. 


April 11, Palm Sunday. Warren, MI. Descent Holy 
Spirit. Divine Liturgy. Traditional Dinner. 


(Cetati lot May 27 - 40 days after the 1 | 


rection), painted by the renowned iconog) 
Theophanes the Cretan (1546), adorns Stavro 
: Monsey on n the Holy Mount : Athos, oe 
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NOW IS THE 
ACCEPTABLE TIME 
TO COME TO CHRIST 


by Father Cornel Todeasa 

Beginning with the “primordial sin” of Adam and 
Eve, we have become “earthly” people and live as “men 
of the flesh” (I Cor. 3:3). In this world we are troubled 
by the difficulties of yesterday, we are busy resolving 
today’s problems and are discouraged by the worries of 
tomorrow. 

But Christ our Savior calls us: “Come to me, all who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 
(Matthew 11:28-29). Come to the Lord! “Come and 
see!” for the Lord is good (John 1:23). 

It is never too early to come to Christ. We were 
brought to Him from our very early childhood, starting 
with the baptism we received by the grace of God. 

During the first part of our lives we need the grace of 
God the most. This is the time when, more than any 
other time in our lives, we grow physically and spiritu- 
ally. That’s why those who preach that we should post- 
pone baptism until later in our lives are very wrong; for 
by this action they keep the grace of God away during 
this time of intense growth. 

As we grow older, however, we grow separated from 
the Lord, and our Baptism has to be renewed through 
commitment to the Lord and His Church. God con- 
stantly calls us: “Come to me!” 

It is never too late to come to Christ. The Savior 
receives the last as He receives the first. St. John 
Chrysostom, in his Sermon for Easter says: “And he that 
has arrived only at the eleventh hour, let him not be 
afraid by reason of his delay; for the Lord is gracious and 
receives the last even as the first. He gives rest to him 
that comes at the eleventh hour as well as to him that has 

toiled from the first.” 

_ The best time to come to Christ is right now. Now 
is the time, because today could be the last time we have 
the opportunity to come to God, to repent and return to 
| Him. 

Let us not be like the rich man in the parable, who, 
when he saw his harvest so rich, said to himself: “Eat, 
drink and be merry,” but whose soul was taken from him 
that night. He was called a fool by the Lord, for he did 
not return to God even in his last hour. 

"We can also learn a lesson from the story of Archias, 
the proud king of ancient Thebes, who is remembered 
for the saying: “Leave the important things for tomor- 
row!” 

Archias’ enemies had planned to assassinate him, but 
a faithful friend sent him a letter to inform him about the 
plan. He wrote that the next day Archias was to be 
killed. The confidential letter was given to a servant who 


SOLIA MAY 1993 


10 LARGEST EPISCOPATE 
PARISHES 


1) St. Mary, Cleveland, OH 

2) St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI 
3) Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hts., MI 
4) St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT 

5) Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA 

6) St. Mary, Chicago, IL 

7) Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL 

8) Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI 
9) St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK 
St. George, Canton, OH 


delivered the letter to the king that night at a banquet and 
advised him to read it immediately. “There is a very 
important message for you, Your Majesty!” said the 
slave. 

But the king did not listen and postponed the reading 
of the letter until next day, according to his custom to 
“Leave what is important for tomorrow.” He never got 
to read the letter, because the next day he was assassi- 
nated. 

It is the same with our coming to the Lord. Now is the 
time to come to Him, to glorify and commit ourselves to 
Him. 

The Lord told us to be prepared for we do not know 
the time of His coming again. We do not know the time 
when we must meet Him in His glory. The Lord said: 
“Hold yourself ready...because the Son of Man will 
come at the time you least expect Him.” Jesus also 
said: “Happy are those servants whom the master 
finds on the alert when he comes...” (Luke 12:40). 

It is never too early to come to Christ, for we need His 
grace always, from the beginning until the end. We need 
His grace to help us grow and prosper physically and 
spiritually; we need His protective love and His everlast- 
ing wisdom. Also, it is never too late to come to Him, 
for in His love for us He does not reject anyone, even 
those who would come in the eleventh hour. 

Nevertheless, the time to come to Jesus is now. St. 
Apostle Paul says: ‘Behold, now is the acceptble time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Cor262): 
Make your commitment to Christ and His Church now, 
for tomorrow might be too late. Come to the Lord today, 
and don’t delay until tomorrow. Tomorrow is promised 
to no one. 
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ARFORA 
CONGRESS 
CONVOCATION 


In conformity with Article II, Section 2 of the BY- 
LAWS, we hereby convoke the 


45TH ANNUAL ARFORA CONGRESS 
at 
HOLY RESURRECTION ROMANIAN 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 
1836 North Rd NE 
WARREN, Ohio 44483 
(216) 372-1159 


Schedule of Events 


Thursday, June 3, 1993 
7:00 p.m.- — Registration at THE 
9:00 p.m. PARK INN INTERNATIONAL 
Hospitality/Reception for Preotese, 
Delegates and Past Presidents 


Friday, June 4, 1993 
9:00 a.m. — Executive Board Meeting 
The Park Inn International 
9:00 a.m. — Late registration and breakfast at 
Holy Resurrection Church 
12:30 p.m. — Lunch 
1:30 p.m. — Opening Session of Congress 
4:00 p.m. — Vespers, Parastas and Confessions 
6:00 p.m. — Dinner / Entertainment 


Saturday, June 5, 1993 
9:00 a.m. — Breakfast 
10:00 a.m. — Congress Reconvenes 
12:30 p.m. — Lunch 
1:30 p.m. — Congress Reconvenes 
4:00 p.m. — Great Vespers 
(Photographs immediately 
afterward) 
6:00 p.m. — Cocktail Hour 
6:30 p.m. — Banquet/Dancing at 8:00 p.m. 


Sunday, June 6, 1993 
9:00 a.m. — Festal Matins 
10:00 a.m. — Hierarchical Divine Liturgy & 
Kneeling Prayers for Pentecost 
12:30 p.m. — Brunch / Farewell 


HOTEL INFORMATION 
The Park Inn International 

1225 Youngstown-Warren Road, Niles, Ohio 
Telephone: (216) 652-1761 


+Nathaniel, Bishop 
Pauline Trutza, President 
Florence Fenton, Secretary 
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Poems FROM COMMUNIST 


Prisons VII 
IDENTITY 


By Radu Gyr 
You, O Lord, are good: I, earthly and evil. 
I do not resemble you in love, not even in pity 
but in my wounds I resemble You. 
This I seem molded out of heaven rather than of clay. 


I did not desire your transparent rays, 

nor Your nail-pierced feet 

but You make me a partaker of crucifixion 
that I may ever, before the icons 

nurmur of Your passion. 


Blessed by crosses I did not want 

and by resurrections I did not ask for, 

I do not know if You descend to me on earth 
or do I, drinking gall, mount to Your heaven? 


With unrequested glory. You loaded me 
and with sainthood on nails broken me, 
sighing I look upon open wounds 

and alongside I grow, blood for blood. 


O.C.E.C. NEWS 


The Orthodox Christian Education Commission held 
its annual meeting on January 22, 1993, at St. Anthony’s 
Church in Bergenfield, NJ. The O.C.E.C., which is th 
educational agency of the Standing Conference of Or- 
thodox Bishops in America (SCOBA), publishes a com- 
plete curriculum for church schools, as well as supple- 
mentary materials for adult education and home use. 

The Board of Trustees heard reports from all depart- 
ments and received with deep regret the resignation of 
Psa. Anita Lazar as chairman of the Curriculum Depart- 
ment; however, she will remain as a member of th 
Department. The Board appointed Fr. Don Freude to 
chairman of the Curriculum Department. O.C.E.C. willl 
produce two new programs this year: 1) A summer 
school program; 2) A 30 page teen study program en4 
titled “Film and Values”. The budget for O.C.E.C. fo 
1993 was approved at $146,000. 

The Board of Trustees elected the following officers 
for 1993: Dr. John Boojamra, Chairman; Fr. Pau 
Kucynda, Treasurer; Fr. Dan Daly, Recording Secretary 
Fr. Alexander Warnecke, Bookstore Manager; and Eleana 
Silk, Corresponding Secretary. For catalogs or mor 
information, contact: Dr. John Boojamra, 4 EVER 
GREEN PL., DEMAREST, NJ 07627; (201) 768-796 
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Camp Vatra for 
Seniors: A Camper’s 
Experience 


by Victoria Ichim 

It began last spring. I was relaxing at home thinking 
f the fast-approaching summer: long, white, sandy, 
eaches; the hot Florida sun, the beautiful Hawaiian 
alm trees. Just then my mother walked in. “Hey mom! 
Vhere are we going for vacation this year?” “You’re 
oing to Michigan.” “Me? You mean all by myself?” I 
xclaimed with joy, freedom at last, (or so I thought). 
Yeah honey, didn’t your father tell you, you’re going to 
amp Vatra?” 

I imagined the typical poverty camp: a cheap, fallen- 
part, termite-eaten, shack; about 30 hungry campers 
itting in a circle around a small coal fire; of course each 
amper had a can of beans in their hands. Meanwhile, it 
vas dark outside and it was raining, everyone was all 
vet and cold (because of the leaking roof). No TV, no 
adio, and no hot water. For some reason this didn’t quite 
orrespond with my idea of a nice summer vacation. 

Anyways, I began packing my bags. I had to go and 
urchase the necessities: gum, a kilo of pistachios, and 
couple of chocolate bars. Even though food attracts 
ice, I’d rather have the mice than the beans. 

After a five and a half hour ride from Canada, 1 
ived at the Vatra. Was I ever surprised when I saw it 
have a good imagination and can imagine a lot in five 
d a half hours). The dormitory was in sanitary condi- 
on, it was clean, it had a fully furnished common-room, 

d yes, even hot water! “This might not be so bad after 
1,” I said to myself. 

As I was trying to decide what room I wanted, Andreea 
ann invited me to be their room mate. She looked like 
nice person, (hyper, noisy, and talkative), so I said yes. 
y other room mates, Juliana Macantelli, and Andreea 
usinescu, were also happy to see me. I had my pick 
tween a top bunk or a bottom bunk. I figured that 
ravity would help (rather than oppose), my spit balls, 
aper air planes, pillows, etc. if they were to be thrown 
om the top bunk, and plus, I'd have a better aim. 

At six o’clock we ate. As I slowly inspected my 
pper, I realized two things: A) the food was edible and 
actually tasted good, and B) we don’t have to eat 
ans!!!! 

After supper we were bombarded by thousands of 
ules by our camp director, Preoteasa Mary Ellen Rosco. 
ost of the rules were common sense or understandable. 
eeping in mind that it was a church camp, the rules 
idn’t seem bad. 

Lights went out at eleven o’clock promply. We ended 
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HELP WANTED! 


The Vatra Summer Camps are scheduled for 
July 11-24 (Junior Camp) and August 1-14 (Senior 
Camp). 

In order to hold camp, we must have a com- 
plete staff. 

This year we are especially in need of cooks 
for both camps — we have none. 

We also have other positions that are open. If 
you are willing to give some of your time to the 
camps (either for one week of camp or both weeks), 
please contact Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco as soon as 
possible. 

If we do not have a complete staff for each 
camp by June 15, one or both camps will be can- 
celled. 

All staff should be 21 years of age or older. 

Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco 
625 Centralia 
Dearborn Hts., MI 48127 
(313) 562-1521 after 4:00 p.m. 


the day with an “Our Father” and then (theoretically) 
went to bed. Our dorm parents were around to enforce 
and punish anybody who dared to giggle, talk, or have 
secret meetings in other room mates beds, with the ulti- 
mate chore: toilet scrubbing (personal experience, as my 
room was the noisiest. Cleo and I are professionals at it.) 

The first few days went by slowly, because we didn’t 
know each other that well, and we had to adapt to our 
new schedule. The classes weren’t as dull and boring as 
regular school is. Our teachers made them interesting; 
and therefore, we wanted to learn about our faith. 

The rest of the two weeks went by too fast. Before we 
realized it, camp was all over and it was time to go home. 
Tears formed in our eyes as we realized that, that would 
be the last time that we would ever be together as a 
group. We slowly, sadly departed; nobody wanted to go 
home. 

It was hard to understand how the Vatra, which we 
had come to two weeks ago, where we all wanted to go 
home, where we were all crying for our color TV’s and 
stereo’s, was the same Vatra; where nobody wanted to 
go home, nobody wanted to leave, and nobody cared 
about their TV’s and stereos, because their new friends 
were more important. 

Personally, I’m glad that I came to the Vatra, and I 
miss everybody in the “Vatra family.” On behalf of the 
campers I would like to thank all the staff, especially our 
camp director, Psa. Mary Ellen Rosco. We would also 
like to congratulate her for dedicating 25 years in work- 
ing with the Vatra. Thanks for being so patient and 
understanding with us! 
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How ORTHODOX 
ARE WE? 


by Rev. Fr. Dumitru Macaila 


My dearly beloved in Christ, 

We are gathered here in America, people of different 
nationalities, people who speak different languages, 
people of distinct cultures. But there is one thing that we 
have in common, and it is the most important thing, and 
that is our Orthodox Christian Faith. We are all one in 
our belief in God, in our devotion to His Son, Jesus 
Christ, and in our membership in His Church. 

We are justly proud of our Orthodox Faith. We are 
proud that we recite the Creed exactly as it was written 
1,600 years ago. We feel it is important to believe what 
Christ taught, no more and no less. To believe what the 
Apostles believed, to hold the faith of the Holy Fathers 
of the Church, Athanasius, Cyril, Basil the Great, Gre- 
gory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, John Dama- 
scene, — this is our great religious heritage. 

We are justly proud to belong to the Mother Church 
of Christendom, the Church of the East, the Church of 
the Ecumenical Councils, the Church of the Early Fa- 
thers. This, we feel, makes for religious soundness, for 
Orthodoxy. 

But surely, it is time for us to realize that it is not 
enough to have correctness of faith, that it is not enough 
to be Orthodox in what we believe. The best so called 
“orthodox” believers in the time of Christ were the Phari- 
sees, and there was no group that the Lord condemned as 
thoroughly as them. 

Besides Orthodoxy in Faith, we must have an Ortho- 
doxy in practice. We must be Orthodox in spirit, in 
emphasis, in moral practice, in attitude, in our sense of 
values. All too frequently, the modern Church does not 
emphasize the things the Early Church held dear, and the 
modern Christians do not display the sense of values that 
marked the faith and life of early Christians. 

Let us take a look at the emphasis early Christians put 
on God in their lives. To them, God was the ultimate 
reality, He gave meaning and substance to their lives. 
Their everyday living revolved around God. We have 
somehow lost the awesomeness, the fear of God. Do you 
remember an incident in the Old Testament? A voice 
said to Moses at the burning bush, “Take off your shoes 
because you stand on holy ground!” (Exodus 3:5). To- 
day, most of us don’t seem to know any holy ground! 
The Prophet Isaiah, when he had seen a vision of God, 
cried out, “Woe unto me, for mine eyes have seen God!” 
(Isaiah 6:5). The Hebrews used to have a special pen that 
was used only to write the name of God. And there was 
one name for God that they never even dared write. My, 
how far we have come from an attitude like that! 
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Examine our attitude towards Jesus Christ. The 
early Christians had a personal relationship towards Him. 
While these earliest Christians may not have used all the 
scholarly theological terms to describe the Incarnation. 
they had a beautiful, child-like love and feeling for Christ 
Today He is not personal to us but theological. To ther 
He was all in all. He was so wonderful to them that they 
felt an ecstasy during worship. They truly believec 
Christ’s words: “Where two or three are gathered to: 
gether in My name, there am I among them” (Matthew 
18:20). Today, the ecstasy, the fragrance of worship is 
gone. It is so difficult to see the light of Christ in the 
faces of Christian people in our day! 

What about our attitude towards the Holy Spirit’ 
Early Orthodox believers were filled with the Spirit o: 
God. Yes, they were intoxicated with Him until the» 
could hardly stand it. When is the last time you, friend 
felt intoxicated with the Holy Spirit? When is the las 
time you drank deeply of God’s living water, His g 
so that your thirst was quenched forevermore? When i 
the last time He flooded your soul so much that yo 
could cry for joy? Here I wish to quote a distinguishe 
contemporary hierarch: “If we are dead, if we don’ 
respond to the Holy Spirit, then the Holy Spirit doesn’ 
do anything. This is synergia, the basic biblical pri 
ciple, guiding our life in Christ, our working togeth 
with God. God issues the challenge, and we must 
spond” (Metropolitan Philip). When is the last time yo 
did respond to the challenge of God? 

How Orthodox are we in our concept of the Churck 
separated and split up as we are? The Holy Scriptur 
calls the Church the “Body of Christ” (Ephesians 5:23 
and when you cut off a member of the body it bleeds. Bu 
the Church has become so mutilated. In many commu 
nities in our blessed land, Orthodox people of variou 
jurisdictions live for half a century or more without 
contact or sign that they are brothers and sisters in Jesu 
Christ! 

What is our attitude towards our neighbor? One c 
the first things the infant parish in Antioch did, fe 
instance, was to take up special offerings to help 
needy in Judea. Christians saw the face of Christ in thos 
who were in need. Today, most of the needy must go! 
welfare offices to seek relief from their hunger. 

What is our attitude towards missionary work? 
Metropolitan Philip said, “Jesus went from one place ! 
another preaching and healing. He was the Mission 
par excellence. And this is how He wants us to be tod 
— a missionary Church, not a lazy, stagnant structu: 
accepting the world as it is, taking on the status quo: 
the culture. No! He calls us to be transformers, to brin 
things back to God.” 

What is our attitude towards the world? The N 


Continued on Page 
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LOOKING FOR A 
COLLEGE? 


Look into the Orthodox Christian College Program 
t Saint Vincent College, a Catholic, Benedictine, lib- 
ral arts college in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. 

The Orthodox Program began during the Fall of 
992 as an attempt to provide interested students with a 
uality college education within an Orthodox Christian 
etting. It features the following aspects: academic pro- 
rams in 25 career-oriented majors, accredited courses 
n Orthodox Christian studies, regular cycle of Orthodox 
hristian worship, guidance and support from area Or- 
hodox clergy, fellowship programs, on-campus housing, 
roximity to the Antiochian Village Heritage and Learn- 
ng Center, and a $500 per year scholarship. 

Contact: Fr. John Abdalah - (412) 335-9988 or Fr. 
ason DelVitto - (412) 221-2277, or write to: Orthodox 
christian College Program, 1150 Leishman Ave., New 
<ensington, PA 15068. 


ÎN a e ao l 


OW ORTHODOX 


ont. from p. 6 

Testament Church forsook the world and repudiated 

. The modern Church admires it and imitates it. The 
arly Church got away from the world, calling it a sink- 
g ship, but at the same time preaching the Gospel to try 
save it from destruction. Christ laid down the dictum: 
You cannot serve God and mammon!” (Matt. 6:24). 
oday's Church and her people have shown what seems 
e a remarkable ability to do both. 
What is our attitude towards confession? We are 
ow in that time of the Ecclesiastical year in which the 
hurch calls us to repentance. There may be many who 
el they have no need to confess their sins to the Lord. 
erhaps they have deadened the sense of sin in their 
ves. When is the last time you came before the Priest 
ith humility for confession? 

How Orthodox are we in our attitude towards sin? 
re we deceiving ourselves? We think sin is no longer 
e poison that can destroy life for us! Jesus said: “Do 
ot fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 
ther fear him who can destroy both body and soul in 
ell” (Matt 10:28). Sin and Satan, Antichrist of this 
phemeral world destroy, but we have compromised 
ith sin and invited it to live with us day by day! 

What is our attitude towards effectively presenting 
ur Faith to other people? Did we really realize that in 
rder to make it as effective as possible, we need not 
nly better understand our own Faith but also understand 
e situation of those to whom we speak? “Orthodoxy, 
ays a contemporary hierarch, despite her past glory, 
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remains the best kept secret in this land because of our 
failure to understand the missionary dimensions of the 
Church. America does not understand us, because we are 
still talking to her in languages which she does not 
understand. We are still talking to America as Greeks, 
Russians, Serbians, Ukrainians, Romanians. No wonder 
then that six million Orthodox have no presence on the 
American scene” (Metropolitan Philip). 

What is our attitude towards the future of our 
Faith? Do we realize that it could be endangered by our 
nationalism? That by continuing nationalistic zeal in 
America, we could be closing the door of Orthodoxy to 
America? Here are the words of another distinguished 
contemporary hierarch: “The chief problem which con- 
fronts American Orthodoxy is that of nationalism and its 
place in the life of the Church. Among members of many 
jurisdictions there is a strong feeling that the present 
subdivision into national groups is hindering both the 
internal development of Orthodoxy in America and its 
witness before the outside world. There is a danger that 
excessive nationalism will alienate the younger genera- 
tion of Orthodox from the Church. This younger genera- 
tion has known no country but America, their interests 
are American, their primary (often their only) language 
is English. Will they not drift away from Orthodoxy if 
their Church insists on worshipping in a foreign tongue, 
and acts as a repository for cultural relics of the ‘old 
country?’ ” (Bishop Kallistos Ware). 

Beloved, before concluding, I wish to ask another 
question: How Orthodox are we in our attitude to- 
wards eternity? Is their a longing in our hearts to be 
eternally united with Christ, our crucified and risen Sav- 
ior? Or, have we pitched our tents on earth and desire a 
continual habitation here? The Scriptures end with the 
plea: “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20). Do we 
really yearn for Him to come? Do we move onward, 
bearing our daily cross from our Orthodoxy of faith to 
the true Orthodoxy of life? 

There is a challenge: we must bridge the distance 
between the past and the present! We must be a clear 
reflection of the early Church — the believing, mis- 
sionary Church! Let us beseech our risen Lord to help 
us recapture the spirit of the Apostles, the Holy Fathers, 
St. Cyril and Methodius, St. Nina, St. Herman of Alaska. 
May this holy wind sweep away from our hearts all 
indifference to God. “Let this mighty wind sweep away 
all the chaos of cults and confusion, and bring to this 
nation the light of Orthodoxy” (Metropolitan Philip). 
May our light so shine before all men that they may see 
our good works and glorify our Father Which is in 
heaven. Orthodoxy! This is the true Faith! This is the 
Light of Christ which “shines in darkness; and the dark- 
ness comprehended it not” (John 1:15). Let us bear 
witness to it in this wonderful and blessed land of 
America, glorifying the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, “the Trinity, One in essence and undivided.” Amen. 
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RA SUMMER CAMPS 
Junior Camp (10-13 yr. olds) 

oo July 1] — Saturday, July 24, 
„. Senior Camp (14-17 yr. olds) 


Camp Fee: $170.00 


"Registration forms are available from your 
parish priest/office, 
Camp registration is limited to 20 girls and 20 
boys for each camp. 
Unul June Ist, priority will be given to first- 
time campers. The absolute deadline for forms is 
July ist. 
"NOTE: If one or both camps does not have 
complete staff, then the camp(s) will be cancelled! 


Q’amp Qu’Appelle Youth Camp 


Tuesday, July 6 — Friday, July 16 
Contact: Rev. Fr. Michael Lupu 
Telephone: (403) 276-7579 


993 AR 0. Y. WRITING 


How do we fee, a Christian life? Give 5 quali- 
ties all Orthodox Christians should have to live a 
„fe in Christ. Papers must be typed, double-spaced 
_ and 4-6 pages long. This counts toward the Chapter 
„Achievement Award. The chapter can mail the 

paper to Amy Schlegel, 3212 Calderwood Drive, 
_ Fairlawn, Ohio 44333, (216) 666-1461. 

| DEADLINE: JULY 1ST 


MOVING? 


Send us your new address! 


Attach the mailing label from your magazine cover 
and print your new address below. 


Name 


New Address 


—————————————— 


Send to: 
Solia — The Herald 
P.O. Box 185, Grass Lake, MI 49240-0185 
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INVITATION 


S0TH ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE 


DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST 
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
323 Ashbourne Road, Elkins Park, 
Pennsylvania 19117 

On behalf of the parish council of the Descent 
of the Holy Ghost Romanian Orthodox Church in 
Elkins Park, PA, we extend a cordial invitation to 
everyone to join our celebration of the 80th anniver- 
sary since the founding of our church. We are pleased 
that His Grace Bishop Nathaniel will honor us with 
his presence. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Saturday, May 22, 1993 

3:30 p.m. — Vespers & Requiem in memory of 
deceased members of our church. 

6:00 p.m. — Social Hour, supper for guests & 
open discussion with His Grace 
(downstairs hall). 

7:00 p.m. — Cultural Program (upstairs hall). 

8:00 p.m.- — DANCE (upstairs hall) - Romanian 

Midnight Folkloric Music - Live Band. 


Sunday, May 23, 1993 
10:00 a.m. — Receiving the Bishop. 
10:30 p.m. — Hierarchical Liturgy. 
12:00 noon — Thanksgiving Prayer. 
12:45 p.m. — Fraternal Hour. 
1:30 p.m. — The 80th Anniversary Banquet 
(downstairs hall). 
DANCE - Romanian Folkloric 
Music - Live band. 
Menu: STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS, Fried 
Chicken & Pork, Oven potatoes, Salad, Homemade 
Pastries, Coffee & Tea 


Ticket Prices: 
Saturday dance Sunday banquet 


ADULTS $10.00 $25.00 
Ages 12-18 & 

college students $ 5.00 $12.50 
Under Age 12 Gratis $ 5.00 
Under Age 6 Gratis Gratis 


Note: If you attend both the Saturday & Sunday 
events, you will receive $5.00 OFF per adult person 


for total cost of $30.00. RESERVATIONS for Sun- 


day banquet are appreciated as soon as possible. 
Payment is kindly requested upon 
making reservation. 
Please call: Mr. Mitru Costea at (215) 886-4166 
or Father Marinescu at (215) 635-3720 
V. Rev. Fr. Mircea Marinescu - Parish Priest 
Petre Scumpia, Parish Council President 
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ST. JOHN’S, PHOENIX 
MAKES PROGRESS 


= i : s i: 

His Grace, Bishop Nathaniel (center) pictured with Rev. 
Fr. loan Preoteasa (parish priest) and Mr. George Zivan 
1992 parish council president). 


The parish of St. John the Baptist, Phoenix, Arizona, 
as completed a successful and gratifying first quarter of 
ctivities for the year 1993. The year commenced with 
celebration marking the Tenth Anniversary of the found- 
ng of the parish. Bishop Nathaniel was present and led 

e faithful of the parish in the celebration of the Divine 
iturgy. In his homily, the Bishop highlighted the sig- 
ificance of the church and faith as important bastions 
or the development of family and community under- 
tanding and cohesion. At the dinner following the 
orship service, Bishop Nathaniel also presented a brief 
istory of the development of the parish, as taken from 
e archives and records of the Episcopate, and con- 
ratulated the parishioners on their accomplishments 
us far. 

With 61 members, St. John’s is in the planning stages 
or constructing a new church. The parish priest, Fr. 
oan Preoteasa, the Parish Council and all the faithful are 
ptimistic for the growth and strengthening of the parish 
n the Orthodox faith. 


WRITE TO FR. MARTINIAN 


Recently, Fr. Martinian Ivanovici has moved to a 
! new address, and he would appreciate receiving your 


letters. Drop him a line at: 
c/o 2019 POTTS CRESCENT E. 
REGINA, SK S4V 2E7 CANADA 
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C.O.R.A. ACTIVITIES 


Armand Scala, President of the Congress of Roma- 
nian Americans (CORA), hosted a panel discussion 
organized by CORA on March 11 in Chevy Chase, 
Maryland. The purpose of the panel was to enable a 
group of six members of the Romanian Parliament to 
meet with members of the Romanian American commu- 
nity and exchange ideas. Participants included: Victor 
Bostinaru (National Salvation Front), Tudor Gavril Dunca 
(National Peasant Party), Zoltan Hosszu (Democratic 
National Alliance of Hungarians in Romania), Raymond 
Luca (National Liberal Party), Paul Ion Otiman (Civic 
Alliance Party), Alexandru Radu Timofte (Democratic 
National Salvation Front). These members of Parlia- 
ment came to the U.S. at the invitation of the United 
States Information Agency (USIA). 


Moca? So” | 
“Pengo 


Five o the Members of the Romanian Parliament 


participating in the CORA panel discussion. 


The Citizens Democracy Corps (CDC) has ap- 
proached CORA in its search for volunteers to serve in 
two of its programs: the Business Entrepreneur Program 
(BEP) and the Citizens Volunteer Program (CVP), in 
Romania. 


The BEP places skilled volunteer business profes- 
sionals with small and medium-sized companies in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) to help them develop the 
business skills necessary to compete in emerging free 
market economies. The CVP matches individuals with 
experience in government, nonprofit organizations, or 
higher education with similar institutions in the region to 
help strengthen public and private democratic institu- 
tions. Under both programs, volunteers contribute their 
time and expertise for two months. The host institutions 
are responsible for major living expenses, including 
housing and local transportation, and CDC covers the 
cost of international airfare. Contact: CDC at 800- 
394-1945 or 202-872-0933. 


PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA AND WORLD PEACE 9 


SUNDAY OF 
ORTHODOXY IN 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


the 
His erate Bishop Nathaniel, gives the homily at t SS 
Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 


Twenty priests and deacons assisted Bishop Nathaniel 
in the celebration of the Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers 
on March 7th at S.S. Constantine and Helen Greek Or- 
thodox Church in Washington, D.C. The festive occa- 
sion also marked the 75th anniversary of the host parish. 
An estimated 500 faithful attended the service. 

The clergy, at the pan-Orthodox liturgical event, rep- 
resented the following jurisdictions: American Carpatho- 
Russian Orthodox Diocese, Antiochian Orthodox Arch- 
diocese, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, Orthodox Church 
in America and Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Eastern 
America. 

His Grace Bishop Nathaniel, of the Romanian Epis- 
copate (OCA), offered a stirring homily on the signifi- 
cance of human beings as living icons of Christ. Host 
pastor, Father Basil Kissal, expressed the gratitude of the 
local Orthodox Clergy Council to the Bishop for an 
inspiring message. 

The Episcopate also provided the choir director of the 
“Festival of Choirs” (a pan-Orthodox group drawn from 
the local congregations) and one of the two deacons who 
assisted the clergy. Mrs. Marie Ficken serves as the choir 
director for the Protection of the Holy Mother of God 
Church, in Falls Church, Virginia. Deacon Eugen 
Vasilescu serves as deacon for the same parish. Father 
Alexander F.C. Webster participated with the other clergy. 

The lenten desserts were furnished by the local Ortho- 
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% 


The faithful of the Holy Mother of God Church, Fall 
Church, Virginia, process around the church wit 


icons on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. 


eh 


gn 


The “Festival of Choirs” warms up for the Sunday c 
Orthodox vesper service. 


dox Church in America congregations and the ho: 
church. 

His Grace's visit to Washington, in connection witi 
the pan-Orthodox Vespers on the Sunday of Orthodox: 
also included the celebration of Vespers at Holy Cros 
Church in Washington on Saturday night the 16th. As 
sisting His Grace was the parish priest, Father Georg; 
Calciu and Father Alexander F.C. Webster, priest of S 
Mary Orthodox Church. Members of both congregation 
attended the service, and a lovely lenten dinner we 
served afterwards in the parish hall. 

On Sunday, a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was ce: 
ebrated at St. Mary’s. Father Alexander F.C. Webstd 
and Deacon Eugen Vasilescu assisted the Bishop. At th 
end of the liturgy a procession of the congregation wit 
all of the children carrying icons of their individu: 
patron saint took place, as is the tradition at St. Mary’ 
to further impress upon the children the importance ¢ 
the icons in the Orthodox Church and their history. 
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PROJECT MEXICO 


Since 1988, Project Mexico has been alleviating suf- 
ering by buiding homes for Mexico's poor. Simulta- 
eously, Orthodox youth have been challenged to give 
f themselves and to learn the Christian life by doing 
vorks of mercy for a world in need. Our ministry is 
urrently expanding as we establish the first Orthodox 
rphanage and mission church in Tijuana. 

Project Mexico is a rare partnership of American 
Drthodox Christians with each other and with the Mexi- 
an Orthodox community. Our very own people do the 
work of this charity — their lives are changed in the 
OCESS. 

Through this unique ministry, dozens of homes have 
een built by people like you, taking time out from busy 
schedules to live out the Gospel and relieve the suffering 
of others. 


Dur goals 

¢ Build our own Orthodox orphanage and mission 
church; 
_ ¢ Continue to impact our youth — providing the oppor- 
ity to tangibly do God’s work as they build homes for 
e poor and establish relationships with orphans and 
ne another; 

* Further enhance Orthodox unity — transcending eth- 
ic and linguistic barriers as we work side by side; and 
e Establish a mission center — allowing us to construct 
omes, minister to the surrounding community and bring 
e light of the Gospel to people living there. 


ow you can help 

You can help in numerous ways such as labor and 
rayer, but our most pressing need is funding to com- 
lete the orphanage and mission church. Wherever your 
ents lie, we have a need to fill. Consider giving of your 
e and goods to care for the children and help spread 
e light of God’s love throughout Tijuana. Give a dona- 
ion, make a yearly pledge to care for the orphans or 
ring your group to work for a day. 


ur partnership 

Our partnership extends south of the border to a faith- 
1 group in Tijuana. The Rev. Father Jose Raul Valencia 
tands at the heart of our effort to found an orphanage. 
United States Air Force veteran with a degree in social 
work, Father Jose became a Roman Catholic priest in 
1959 in Louisiana. His work took him to Mexico City, 
here he began a successful boys’ orphanage and home 
or the elderly. In 1972, Father Jose was ordained a 
riest in the Orthodox Church and now ministers in 
Tijuana. 

Father Jose has been a leader in the Faith through his 
untiring concern for orphans and the elderly. His com- 
passion and love for children can be seen in the young 
en he has raised. Under his guidance, the orphanage 
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POFTA BUNA 


| | 
: Cookbook — IXth Edition | 
| Makes a Wonderful Present 
| ORDER | 
| copies of POFTĂ BUNĂ | 
| @ $7.00 each = | 
| U.S. Currency only | 
TOTAL ate a on 

| MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 

| 

| 


St. Mary’s Society 
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111 
Postage is included 


Name 
| Address 
City Zip 


staff will provide a true home for children who otherwise 
would have none. 


Land of false promises 

Many people seek the Mexico-U.S. border hoping to 
find work and escape oppression, but instead find them- 
selves living in squalor. With high levels of poverty, 
disease, illiteracy and crime, many of these families 
cannot even buy shoes for their children. At night, 
Tijuana’s streets are roamed by children whose families 
cannot afford to keep them. They are the real victims of 
poverty — forsaken ones who have been abandoned to a 
life on the streets. 


Won’t you help us help God’s special ones? 

For “pure and undefiled religion is this: to visit or- 
phans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 

Project Mexico of the Orthodox Church is a non- 
profit committee of Orthodox Christians working within 
the Church. We are based in Southern California. 

The Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in 
America (SCOBA) has given its blessing for all jurisdic- 
tions to participate in Project Mexico and the Southern 
California Orthodox Clergy Council has given its ap- 
proval to this valuable program. The Romanian Episco- 
pate donated $1000 in March 1993, and is trying to 
assemble a team of volunteers to go on a work trip. 

The Mexican government has granted official status 
to the organization as a recognized church, orphanage 
and non-profit charitable group in Mexico. 

To make a donation or for more information, write: 
Project Mexico of The Orthodox Church, 4949 
Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92714, (714) 960-4561. 
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WoRLp CHURCH NEWS 


Ecumenical Patriarch to 


Visit Church of Russia 

Moscow (OPS) — Metropolitan 
Kyril of Smolensk announced that His 
All Holiness Bartholomew I is ex- 
pected to visit the Church of Russia 
in mid-July, 1993. During a meeting 
in Constantinople the representative 
of the Moscow Patriarchate expressed 
gratitude to Patriarch Bartholomew 
“for his position on the schism in the 
Church in Ukraine. Patriarch 
Bartholomew clearly supports the 
position of Metropolitan Vladimir of 
Kiev, canonically dependent on the 
Moscow Patriarchate” (The Church 
Messenger, March 28). 


Pucioasa Phenomenon 
Questioned by Church of 


Romania 

Bucharest — Following the appa- 
rition at Pucioasa Glodeni, Romania, 
of a religious phenomenon of a syn- 
cretistic nature, the Holy Synod of 
the Church of Romania issued on Jan. 
23, 1993, a communique. After an 
analysis of the movement which also 
involved Bishop Irineu of Bistrita, 
the Romanian Orthodox Church de- 
nounces the Pucioasa phenomenon as 
“not being in line with the teachings 
and practices of the Church.” Bishop 
Irineu also publicly disassociated him- 
self of that movement and wrote a 
letter of apology to the Holy Synod 
committing himself to the “synodal 
communion and to the (Orthodox) 
confession of faith.” A special com- 
mission has been appointed to further 
study the new religious trend. 
(Vestitorul, Jan. 31, 1993) 


Romanian Orthodox 
Metropolia for Germany 
and Western Europe 
Bucharest — At the request of the 
Romanian Orthodox clergy and faith- 
ful in Germany, the Holy Synod of 
the Church of Romania gave the bless- 
ing for the formation of the Metro- 
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polia for Germany and Western Eu- 
rope with its see in Berlin. It has also 
decided that the patriarchal Roma- 
nian Archdiocese of Paris will con- 
tinue its activity under the current 
order, until the new Metropolia will 
assign to it the new jurisdiction, rank 
and title. (Vestitorul, Jan. 23, 1993). 
Some significant parishes in Western 
Europe do not belong to any of the 
dioceses under the jurisdiction of the 
Romanian Patriarchate. 


Patriarch Pavle Calls for 


End to War 

Belgrade (OPS) — Pressure to ex- 
clude the Serbian Orthodox Church 
from the World Council of Churches 
has been mounting since the war 
broke out in the Balkans. A delega- 
tion of the WCC and the Conference 
of European Churches made up of 
Elizabeth Salter, Fr. lon Bria and John 
Taylor from the CEC visited Belgrade 
on February 11-16 on a fact-finding 
mission. They declared: “We noted 
that Patriarch Pavle has called for a 
cessation of hostilities, and he has 
established cooperation with repre- 
sentatives of other faiths in the former 
Yugoslavia, but his precious efforts 
are neither correctly, not sufficiently 
reported in the international media.” 
Fr. Ion Bria stated: “This is why the 
declarations and positions of the Pa- 
triarch during this conflict are so pre- 
cious, for they reflect a Biblical spiri- 
tuality and are the best examples of a 
human approach to the problems.” 


Statistics from the 
Romanian Orthodox 


Church 

* During 1993, the Romanian Or- 
thodox Patriarchate edited 9 reviews, 
10 periodical magazines and 5 reli- 
gious newspapers. 

* During the same year, the fol- 
lowing representatives of the Church 
were received as “honorary members” 
of the Romanian Academy: Metro- 
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politan Dr. Antonie Plamadeala, Met 
ropolitan Dr. Nestor of Oltenia, Met 
ropolitan Dr. Nicolae of Banat 
Bishop Dr. Emilian of Arad, Rev. Fr 
Dr. Dumitru Staniloae. 

¢ Last year the Patriarchate hac 
12,397 churches; 8,452 priests; 19) 
monasteries: 110 for men and 82 far 
women; 75 sketes: 63 for men and 11 
for women; 12 metokia, 47 chapels 
Total: 326 monastic sites with a tote: 
of 5,179 monks and nuns. 

* The educational system numbers! 
8 schools for cantors (512 students} 
18 minor seminaries (2,811 students} 
7 Theological Seminaries for pastc 
ral theology, with a total of 2,20 
students; 10 Schools of Letters an: 
Theology (430 students); 7 Schoob 
for Theology and Social Care (26 
students). (From the Annual Repo 
of the Holy Synod of Romania, put 
lished in the Vestitorul, Jan. 23, 1993 


Antiochian Orthodox Seel 


Out Episcopalians 

An RNS news release by Julia 
and Gustav Spohn announced that 
Antiochian Archdiocese of Nor 
America “is taking off its ecumenicz 
gloves and making an unabashed e: 
fort to recruit Episcopalians disa 
fected by the liberal direction of the 
Church, especially its openness t 
women priests.” “In recent years, th 
Antiochians have laid out the wi 
come mat for Episcopalians and oth 
Anglicans. The Orthodox group ha 
even approved a “Western Rite 
which allows Anglican converts 1 
incorporate some of their tradition 
in the Orthodox worship.” This at 
tude already created some conce 
for the Episcopal Church, whose ec 
menical officer, the Rev. Willi 
Norgren, said that “the increasing 
aggressive stance of Orthodox lea 
ers could have a negative impact ¢ 
official ecumenical talks betwee 
Episcopalians and Orthodox Chri 
tians.” While Father Paul Schneirl: 


Continued on p. + 
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“Passages” 
Retreat Held at St. 
George Cathedral 


On March 19-20, an overnight re- 
treat was held at St. George Cathedral 
in Southfield, Michigan. This “lock- 
in’, sponsored by Cathedral Jr. AROY, 
was only two short days long; but, the 
friendships that were made are sure to 
last for years. 

Over forty teens attended, and we 

were divided first into groups by our 
age and sex. The groups hit it off for 
the most part and got to know each 
other on a personal level. Our groups 
participated in activities that were based 
upon each member as an individual. 
We were given note pads and asked to 
write about our past experiences that 
dealt with decision-making, sex, drugs, 
parents and all of that typical “teen 
stuff’. When everyone was finished 
writing, we shared our stories and chose 
one to read when all five groups came 
together. To me, this was the best part 
of the whole retreat, because it felt good 
to know that there are other kids who 
have been in the same situations that I 
have been. 

After hearing everyone’s stories, 
“the amazing” Father John Matusiak, 
Chairman of the Orthodox Church in 
America’s Youth Department, led the 
discussion and summed up what les- 
sons should be learned from everyone’s 
experiences. He did a wonderful job of 
proposing solutions to our problems 
through a realistic and spiritual way. 

Another aspect I liked was that Or- 
thodox Christians came from as far 
away as Chicago. It’s always neat to 
meet more Orthodox Christians, be- 
cause as a student in a mainly Roman 
Catholic school, I sometimes feel alien- 
ated. 

The Jr. AROY would like to thank 
everyone who helped make this retreat, 
“Passages: Growing from Stage to 

IStage, from Age to Age”, a wonderful 
weekend, especially the cooks and Fr. 
John Matusiak. 
Liz Scavnicky 
Cathedral Jr. AROY 
Vice-President 
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WORLD NEWS 


Cont. from p. 12 


ecumenical officer of the Antiochian 
Archdiocese acknowledged that this 
outreach “might create tensions,” he 
also said recently, in a seminar with 
about 20 Episcopal priests: “If sheep 
come in looking to be fed, we open 
the barn door.” (The Church Messen- 
ger, March 28). 


Anglican/Orthodox 


Journal Published 

Mequon, WI — In an effort to 
respond to the needs of many Angli- 
cans interested to learn about Ortho- 
doxy, with the permission of His 
Eminence Metropolitan Philip of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese, 
the Anglican/Orthodox Pilgrim is 
again being published quarterly. To 
be placed on the mailing list for a 
suggested donation of $0.60/copy, 
you may write to: The AOP, c/o Fr. 
William Olnhausen, 1235 W. Baldwin 
Crt., Mequon, WI 53092. 


Albanian Orthodox 


Church Comes to Life 

New York (WCC) — The Ortho- 
dox Church in Albania comes to life 
again, states a recent report presented 
by a visiting team last December. 
About 50 church buildings trans- 
formed by the communists into bars, 
cinemas and gymnasiums have been 
consecrated again and now shelter 
worshiping congregations. Arch- 
bishop Anastasios, a former mission- 
ary in Africa, has opened a Theologi- 
cal Seminary with approximately 80 
students. In this way, the seminary 
will prepare the needed clergy for the 
newly emerged Albanian Church. 


Prominent Palestinian to 
Address Antiochian 


Convention 

Known worldwide as the bold 
spokeswoman of the Palestinian 
people, Dr. Hanah Mikhail-Ashrawi 
will address the Convention of the 
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Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese to 
be held July 18-25, 1993, in Pitts- 
burgh, PA. The theme of the conven- 
tion will be “Ministry Ninty-Three” 
(The Word). 


Damage to St. Herman’s 


Seminary 

V. Rev. Joseph Kreta, Dean of St. 
Herman’s Seminary in Kodiak, 
Alaska, reports that hurricane force 
winds (sustained winds of over 100 
miles/hour) and flooding have se- 
verely damaged the Seminary Ar- 
chives, Library and Museum. It will 
take many months to assess the dam- 
age, but it is expected to be quite 
extensive. Experts in document pres- 
ervation and restoration are presently 
tending to the Archives. Show your 
support and encouragement to this 
Seminary which prepares students to 
serve in parishes throughout Alaska. 
Mail your fonation to: St. Herman’s 
Seminary; 414 MISSION RD SUITE 
1, KODIAK AK 99615. 


OCAMPR 8th Annual 


Conference: ‘‘Personhood”’ 

The Orthodox Christian Associa- 
tion of Medicine, Psychology and 
Religion (OCAMPR) will hold its 8th 
Annual Conference in Brookline, 
Massachusetts on the campus of Hel- 
lenic College / Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology on 
November 3-7, with the theme: 
“Personhood: Deepening the Con- 
nections between Body, Mind and 
Soul”. The Conference will examine 
how medicine, psychology and reli- 
gion bear on identity formation for 
the individual and professional from 
an Orthodox Christian perspective. 
Renowned speakers Bishop Kallistos 
Ware of Diokleia and Dr. Christos 
Yannaras will address the Conference. 
The Conference is open to the gen- 
eral public and expects to offer con- 
tinuing education credits to health care 
professionals. Contact: OCAMPR, 
PO BOX 958, CAMBRIDGE MA 
02238 or telephone: (617) 868-6557. 
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IN MEMORY 


Alexandra Carulea 
1940 - 1993 


In the life of the Romanian Diocese, every person is 
important. There are some people, who, by their activi- 
ties, take on an importance that cannot be measured in 
normal terms. One such person was Alexandra Nan 
Carulea. When a diocese loses the talents of a person like 
“Sanda,” as she was known, the loss is felt. 

Alexandra Nan was born on September 8, 1940, in 
Salem, Ohio, to Gus and Ann Nan. Her formative years 
were centered around the Holy Trinity Church in Young- 
stown where she became an active participant: as a 
young child attending the Sunday School; as an adult, as 
a teacher of Sunday School, member of the Parish Coun- 
cil, member of the AROY, the list goes on. 

Her career as a teacher in the Youngstown Public 
Schools spanned 30 years. Thanks to her commitment 
and encouragement, many of her students exhibited and 
won awards at the Butler American Institute of Art in 
Youngstown. 

In 1963, she participated through the United States 
Information Agency in the American exhibits which 
were sent to Romania. She continued to represent the 
American government with exhibits as an interpreter, 
and finally as the person in charge of the “Atoms in 
Action” Exhibition which went to Romania in 1969. 

Sanda served the Diocese in many capacities: Vatra 
camp counselor, teacher, AROY member, secretary to 
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A.R.O.Y. LENTEN 
RETREATS 


A.R.O.Y. retreats were held at St. Mary’s Church in 
Chicago on March 27th and at Presentation of Our Lore 
Church in Akron on March 20th. We discussed “Ortho) 
doxy in Today's Society” and how to deal with some o» 
the pressures we face every day. Around 35 youth att 
tended each retreat along with many priests from each 
deanery. 

The day started with Holy Liturgy and Communion 
followed by a guest speaker. Fr. John Reeves spoke in 
Akron and Fr. Gregory Rogers in Chicago. Their owr 
experience as converts to the faith, and as missionarie: 
to Romania, bore witness to Orthodoxy as a living faithi 
Following this, we broke into small groups and talkec 
about everything from dating, to morals and ethics, te 
challenges from other faiths. Finally, we ended with : 
brief discussion on personal prayer, and how to keep: 
daily prayer life alive, however short or long it may 
Also, everyone received a prayer card with an Icon op 
one side and short prayers on the other. 

I was very touched by the support of the clergy and 
the youth who gave up their Saturday morning and after 
noon to receive some spiritual food. A special thanks t 
our host chapters and priests from Presentation of O 
Lord and from St. Mary’s for providing the deliciou 
food, as well as the church and hall. Also, thanks to o 
Deanery priests, Fr. Pavel and Fr. Stanciu, as well as o 
spiritual advisor, Fr. Treff and Fr. Stanciu. May Goe 
have mercy and bless all who attended and helped us ii 
these lenten retreats. The seeds have been sown! 

Amy Schlege 


the national AROY board; publisher of the Brotherhoo: 
newsletter; president of the Brotherhood; member of th 
Episcopate Council; member of the Help the Romani 
Fund; member of the Help the Children Fund; chairper 
son of several 4th of July Congresses. 

Sanda met and married George Carulea in 1971, an 
they were blessed with the birth of a daughter, Elena, i 
1973. 

Her last four years were plagued by illness; however 
she was unstoppable, right to the final weeks of her lif 
on earth. Her attitude was the dominant factor that kep 
the entire family going throughout all of her illness. 

Our sincere condolences to her husband, George; he 
daughter, Elena; her parents, Gus and Ann Nan; he 
brother, Constantine of Dallas; her cousin, Anita Cor 
stant. 

May her memory be eternal. 


Pauline Trutzz 
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IN MEMORY 


Leonte S. Copacia, Sr. 
1902-1993 


This memorium on the life of my 
father is written as seen through the 
memory and eyes of his eldest son. 

My father was born to Simion and 
Sophia (Trombitas) Copacia in 
Beclean, Fagaras, Romania, on Feb- 
ary 26, 1902. He left Romania at 
e age of 19 and settled in Salem, 
hio, where he lived for the rest of 
is life. 

On October 9, 1926, he married 
e former Elena (Helen) Buta. She 
as, until his last breath, a truly de- 
oted and loving wife, especially 
uring the last 10 years of his life, 
hich were especially traumatic. My 
arents had three children: Leo, Jr., 
ranklin and Helen Dora (Schneider). 
en they were married in St. Nicho- 
as Romanian Orthodox Church in 
lliance, Ohio, 67 years ago, there 
as no question that it was for life. 

My Dad loved his family very 
uch, including his nieces, nephews 
nd cousins. Mom and Dad’s busi- 
ess and home were always open to 
ll. He loved his Romanian heritage 
d his Romanian Orthodox faith. 
here were times when I think his 
ove of his heritage may have taken 
recedence, but never for too long. 

He loved life, good drink, Roma- 
ian food, music and dances. He 
as, in my opinion, one of the best 
omanian Dance Band trumpet play- 
rs I have ever heard. The Buta- 
opacia Orchestra was one of the best 
omanian American Orchestra 
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around in the 30’s, 40’s and 50’s. 

One specific event that encapsu- 
lates how much my Dad loved his 
Romanian heritage is the celebration 
of the Bicentennial of the United 
States in 1976. He and another gentle- 
man both guaranteed $5,000 of their 
own money to bring a Romanian folk 
dance group to Salem from Romania. 
This group marched in the city pa- 
rade, danced in different parts of their 
city, and concluded with a series of 
concerts at the local high school au- 
ditorium with sell-out crowds in at- 
tendance. This group performed so 
magnificently, that it is still fondly 
remembered in Salem as the hit of 
their celebration. 

My Dad’s involvement in the Holy 
Orthodox Church can be summarized 
as follows. He was parish council 
president of the St. John the Evange- 
list Romanian Orthodox Church and 
one of its cantors for many years. 
He, along with my mother, my brother 
Frank, and a handful of close rela- 
tives and parishioners, kept the Sa- 
lem parish functioning on a part time 
basis for at least the last 20 years. 
When the parish closed several years 
ago, it deeply impacted my father and 
those of us who loved and grew up in 
the Salem parish. 

In regard to his dedication to the 
Episcopate, he loved to attend the 
annual Church Congress at the Vatra. 
He never hesitated to pull out his 
trumpet during the Sunday dinners 
and play a “Doina” or “Sarba” for his 
beloved countrymen and delegates. I 
remember one time when he started 
playing his trumpet, and I asked Arch- 
bishop Valerian if I should ask him to 
stop. The Archbishop said: “Let him 
alone. Don’t take away the Roma- 
nian spirit from people like your fa- 
ther. He loves this and so do I.” 

My father also cultivated a deep 
friendship with His Grace, Bishop 
Nathaniel. To understand the depth 
of this relationship, I must relate an- 
other short story that I know he would 
have wanted me to share. 

Bishop Nathaniel traveled to Sa- 
lem to celebrate the 60th Anniver- 
sary of the parish. My dad had suf- 
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fered a stroke and had recently come 
out of a coma in the Salem hospital. 
After concluding services at the 
church and speaking to the parishio- 
ners, the Bishop said that he wanted 
to visit my dad at the hospital. I said, 
“Your Grace, it’s almost 11:00 p.m.” 
He said, “I don’t care, I want to see 
him.” Picture, if you will, the Bishop 
coming through the Emergency doors 
of that small town hospital with his 
black robes flowing, his beard, his 
kamilavka (large black hat) and along 
with him, I followed in my black 
cassock. He walked into the hospital 
as if he owned it. Some of the nurses 
told me later that it was like seeing 
St. Paul today instead of 2,000 years 
ago. As soon as he entered my dad’s 
room, the Bishop started singing 
“Christ is risen”, since it was one of 
the weeks between Easter and As- 
cension. All three of us sang to- 
gether, and it could be heard through- 
out the hospital. This visit will never 
be forgotten by the nurses, doctors 
and attendants of that hospital. 

To conclude my recollections of 
my dad’s life, I would be remiss not 
to mention his love for the Union and 
League of Romanian Societies and 
especially the Salem Society “Leul”. 

Lastly, my dad was a great Ameri- 
can patriot of Romanian descent who 
truly loved his new country. He put 
his time, his money, his commitment 
and hard work to the precepts of the 
Democratic Party. His labors were 
rewarded when he was able to exert 
influence to bring to the city of Sa- 
lem in 1960, the late President John 
F. Kennedy, then a senator. 

My dad was laid to rest by my 
fellow brothers in Christ, who either 
served or attended his funeral: Very 
Rev. Frs. Constantin Tofan, Laurence 
Lazar; Rev. Frs. Raymond Samoila, 
Romey Rosco, Ian Pac-Urar, Remus 
Bleahu, Rev. Dn. Paul Yova. My 
dad leaves eight grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. 

Eternal be his memory. To us, his 
family, and those whose lives were 
touched by my father, his memory 
will be eternal. 

Rey. Fr. Leo Copacia, Jr. 
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PARISH 


BULLETIN 
NOTES 


Miramar, FL. Holy Trinity. 
We were pleased to welcome His 
Grace Bishop NATHANIEL and His 
Grace Bishop MARK to our Anni- 
versary Festivities. Several priests 
helped serve in the altar for the Di- 
vine Liturgy. A good attendance was 
present at the festive banquet...An 
appeal is made to all parishioners 
and friends to contribute to our Par- 
ish House Fund... We have welcomed 
20 new members this year. 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. Our 
MAC-AROY enjoyed many winter 
sports activities. They alsohada Youth 
Retreat with the youth from other 
area churches...The Ladies Auxil- 
iary sponsored the ARFORA Lenten 
Retreat... The Romanian School stu- 
dents cleaned the church grounds and 
parking lot. Their director, Prof. 
Nicolae Andronescu, was recently 
hired as a bilingual science teacher 
for the public schools. 


Elkins Park, PA. Descent Holy 
Ghost. A testimonial dinner was held 
for Rev. Fr. Deacon Theodore Sideras, 
honoring his many years of service 
to our parish. Our best wishes are 
extended tohim and tohis family... We 
attended the beautiful Orthodoxy 
Sunday Vespers at the Greek Church 
and were uplifted by the inspiring 
service. 


Calgary, AB. St. Mary. The La- 
dies Auxiliary is sponsoring a bottle 
and can drive. They have also insti- 
tuted a “freezer program” and ask 
that all bakers make one or two extra 
goodies to bring to the church, where 
they will be stored in the freezer until 
needed fora Sunday Fellowship Hour. 


Chicago, IL. Holy Nativity. Our 


parish hosted Deanery Vespers. De- 
spite the bad weather, we were pleased 
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at the attendance... AROY pitched in 
and helped to clean our church and 
the hall. 


New York, NY. St. Dumitru. We 
are pleased with the donation of a 
new clothes dryer in the parish 
house... We also appreciate the work 
done to produce our beautiful Easter 
cover for our parish Bulletin...We 
have recently welcomed 7 new 
members...Our parish hosted the 
Atlantic Seaboard Deanery meeting 
which was attended by His Grace 
Bishop NATHANIEL and V. Rev. 
Fr. Mircea Marinescu, Dean. 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter 
& Paul. We hosted “The Orthodox 
Hour” Banquet. This annual event 
was very well attended, and the Michi- 
gan Deanery will use the profit for 
our radio ministry that is broadcast 
every Sunday morning... We hosted 
one of the inter-Orthodox Sunday 
Lenten Vesper Services... The Men's 
Club donated the risers needed for 
the stage in our Social Hall...All 
profits from our Installation Banquet 
were donated to the Episcopate...The 
Church School held an “Open House” 
for parents and friends...AROY 
thanks all who helped make a suc- 
cess of their Brunch. 


Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross. Dur- 
ing Lent, our Church School children 
made care packets for delivery to 
A.W.A.R.E., a local shelter for bat- 
tered women and their children...Our 
ladies hosted the annual ARFORA 
Deanery Lenten Retreat with Fr. Jo- 
seph from the Transfiguration 
Monastery as the guest speaker. 


St. Louis, MO. St. Thomas. Our 
parish hosted one of the OCA Lenten 
Vespers...Fr. Dimitrie was the guest 
speaker at one of the Vespers ser- 
vices in Royalton, IL...Parishioners 
donated and delivered over six heap- 
ing-full baskets of food and other 
items to the local Food Bank for the 
needy...We are gathering old photo- 
graphs and other memorabilia to 
compile a history of our parish. 
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Canton, OH. St. George. Every) 
Wednesday during Lent, we had ai 
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy followed by ai 
Lenten Supper, and a guest 
speaker... The Church School chil-. 
dren colored eggs for our Easter 
celebration. They also prepared bas- 
kets for the shut-ins that were delivered 
during Holy Week. 


Merrillville, IN. Descent Hol 
Spirit. We were pleased to have Fr. 
Dn. Christopher Calin serve in our 
parish...Fr. George and Psa. Paul 
attended the installation of Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Job, the newly-elected Bisho 
for the  Mldwest  Dioces 
(OCA)...Sewing machines were do- 
nated to be used by the sisters at th 
Dormition Monastery. 


Winnipeg, MB. St. George. W 
had a special Children's Mini Re- 
treat as well as an Adult Retreat...W 
had a general Clean-Up Day to get 
the church and grounds ready fon 
Pascha. 


St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. Our newly- 
activated SPAROY chapter hosted 
tasty Lenten Dinner...The proceeds 
from our annual Installation Dinner 
were sent to our Episcopate...Best 
wishes to Fr. Michael who celebrate 
his 26th anniversary as a 
priest...Congratulations to Marmus 
Varga who graduated from Techni- 
cal College with a degree in Desig 
Technology. 


Regina, SK. St. George. We start 
a new ten-week lecture series, “Or- 
thodox Inquirers Class,” to be he 
every Thursday...Our parish host 
the Pan-Orthodox 
Services...Our ARFORA Retreat ha 
Rev. Fr. David Ogan as our guest 
speaker... The Ladies Auxiliary had 
a successful Easter Bake Sale and 
Tea. 


Fort Wayne, IN. Sts. Michael & 
Gabriel. The Ukrainian Church? 
where we hold our services, is the 


Continued on p. 17 
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We gratefully acknowledge the follow- 
ing donations and subscriptions: 


March 24 - April 21, 1992 


FRIENDS 
$100.00 
M/M John Dragos, Lexington, KY 
$ 70.66 
Lucretia Dragomir, San Jose, CA 
$ 30.00 
M/M Alexandru Achim, Forestville, 
cr 
$ 25.00 


M/M John Szeerba, Harrisburg, PA 
IMO Parents: Petru & Florita 
Barlea 

$ 12.00 

M/M Eugene Salcian, Canton, OH 

M/M Ionel Teodorescu, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 

Helen Apostolescu, Los Angeles, CA 

Sylvia Sirbu, New York, NY 

Mary Leuca, Denver, CO 

Traian Popa, Rocky River, OH 

Mary Ardelea, Canton, OH 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Joseph Ciovica, Lansing, IL 
M/M John Dragos, Lexington, KY 
Victoria Oltean, Elmhurst, IL 
Mary Simon, Fontana, CA 
Constantin Petrescu, Lakewood, NM 
Ilie Racoveanu, Garden Grove, CA 
M/M Peter Pletos, Warren, MI 
John Sherban, Royal Palm Beach, FL 
Arlene Lucas, Blind River, ON 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Sophie Hope Todeasa 
was born on March 27 to 


Fr. Cornel & Psa. Louisa Todeasa 


May God grant your family 
health and many years! 
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NOTES cont. from p. 16 


home of three different parishes...Fr. 
Deacon Constantin Lupascu has ini- 
tiated the creation of an Orthodox 
Clergy Association forthe Fort Wayne 
area...Fr. Marmureanu recently vis- 
ited Romania. 


Falls Church, VA. St. Mary. Fr. 
Webster recently had a book pub- 
lished, The Price of Prophecy: 
Orthodox Churches on Peace, Free- 
dom and Security. He was promoted 
to the rank of Major in the Army 
National Guard. (Major Dad?)...A 
nine-session catechumen’s class was 
held during Lent. Many of our pa- 
rishioners attended the Sunday of 
Orthodoxy Vespers at the Greek 
Church in Washington, at which His 
Grace Bishop NATHANIEL was the 
guest speaker... Congratulations to our 
young people Stephanie Davis, George 
Davis, Kristen Webster, Kyra 
Kozemchan and Andrew Webster who 
all received honors for their academic 
excellence...George Duchak was 
promoted from Lieutenant Com- 
mander to Commander in the U.S. 
Navy. 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. AROY 
donated a lovely icon of the Mother 
of God for the multi-purpose 
room...Members of our Ladies Aux- 
iliary helped to feed the needy at a 
local church...We received 14 new 
members into our church...Our Holy 
Altar has been adorned recently with 
a new purple cover and curtain set. 
We also received a set of white altar 
covers and curtains for the Royal 
doors. 


Warren, OH. Holy Resurrection. 
The cushions on the Bishop’s Throne 
and the chairs in the synthronos in 
the sanctuary have been recovered 
and are now coordinated with the 
new carpet and drapes...Several of 
us attended the religious display at 
the Arms Museum in Youngs- 
town... We were pleased to have Fr. 
John Reeves of Texas, as our guest 
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speaker at our deanery Mission Ves- 
pers. 


Southfield, MI. St. George Ca- 
thedral. Jr. AROY, in conjunction 
with the Dept. of Youth (OCA) spon- 
sored a wonderful overnight “Lock-In 
Retreat” for young adults, led by Fr. 
John Matusiak...All women are in- 
vited to support a newly-founded 
organization in the metropolitan area, 
“The Orthodox Christian Women of 
Michigan,” to foster pan-Orthodox 
unity and fellowship. 


Youngstown, OH. Holy Trinity. 
The Ladies Auxiliary made candy 
and colaci for Easter sales... AROY 
sponsored araffle...Congratulations 
to our Altar Server, Marius Sacui, for 
being one of the winners of the “De- 
sign-An-Ad Contest” in the local 
newspaper. 


Akron, OH. Presentation Our 
Lord. The Junior Youth members 
made candy for Easter...AKROY 
sponsored a Brunch. They held a 
well-attended “Rally” at which Fr. 
John Reeves was the speaker...Fr. 
Reeves was also the speaker at the 
Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified gifts. .. Fr. 
Leo Copacia was our final speaker in 
the series... The Church School chil- 
dren “sold” footprints to raise money 
for needy children. 


Los Angeles, CA. Holy Trinity. 
Emily Lipovan, president, and Daniel 
Poroch, vice president, of National 
AROY, visited our community to 
help us re-activate our LAROY 
chapter... LAROY sponsored a Re- 
treat with Fr. John Limbeson as the 
Retreat Master...At our 50th Anni- 
versary festivities, we were pleased 
to have the Mihai Eminescu Danc- 
ers’ Group from Canada...At the 
Western Easter Sunrise Service held 
at the Hollywood Bowl, Fr. Alexce 
was invited to give an Easter mes- 
sage in Romanian. 


Compiled by Florence Sirb 
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BAPTISMS 


Ba le een ee 

Brajcki, Ashley Danielle, daughter of Steven V. & 
Katherine A. Brajcki, Chicago, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, 
IL. Godparents: John & Elizabeth Kisbac. 

Eyob, Samuel Mesfin, son of Mesfin W. Eyob & Saba 
Mussie, Springfield, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 
Godparents: Tewodros Eyob & Azeb Telahan. 

Nan, Jordan Alexandra, daughter of Constantine T. & 
Lori Nan, Carrollton, TX. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, 
OH. Godparents: Frank & Molly Copacia. 

O’Leary, Patrick Sean, son of James F. O’Leary & 
PatriciaC. Perez, Springfield, MA. St. Dimitrie, Bridge- 
port, CT. Godparent: Joana M. Siriniean. 

Popescu, Thomas Ryan, son of Thomas V. & Tracy D. 
Popescu, Naperville, IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. God- 
parent: Protodeacon Christopher Calin. 

Purdu, Michelle Cornelia, daughter of George & Maria 
Purdu, Allen Park, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn 
Hgts., MI. Godparents: Olympia Cook & David Cook. 

Scinto, Richard John, son of Karen P. Bileca & Richard 
R. Scinto, Fairfield, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
Godparent: Marianne Fatsy. 


MARRIAGES 


Beloiu, Alexandru S. and Aruna Serbanescu, Chicago, 
IL. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Cornelia & 
Semproniu Iclozan. 

Geambazi, Robert C. and Deborah I. Foshay, 
Brookfield, CT. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godpar- 
ents: Florence Geambazi, Nicholas Geambazi. 

Janus, Daniel and Katty Ianca, Stratford, CT. St. Dimitrie, 
Bridgeport, CT. Godparent: Gabriel Rusu. 

O’Leary, Sean P. and Mihaela Siriniean, Springfield, 
MA. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. Godparent: Joana 
M. Siriniean. 

DECEASED 


Besenjanc, Romanita, 83. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Carulea, Alexandra A. (Sanda), 52. Holy Trinity, Young- 
stown, OH. 

Chornawka, Angelina L., 86. Holy Trinity, MacNutt, 
SK. 

Croiter, Sophia M., 85. Descent Holy Ghost, Elkins 
Park, PA. 

Dalea, Mary, 79. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. 

Jackson (Diacon), Rose, 83. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn 
Hgts., MI. 

Jordan, Samantha K., |. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 

Pittu, Domnica, 102. St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT. 
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Purice, Carmen, 39. St. Mary, Chicago, IL. 

Sarafincean, Dumitru J., 83. Holy Trinity, MacNutt, , 
SK. 

Savu, Vasile, 90. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. . 

Smarandescu, (Elita) Elsie, 78. St. George Cathedral, , 
Southfield, MI. 

Tater, John A., 88. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, MI. . 


FD PTR, a RIO 
FINANCIALREPORT | 
PST LL I SE PCRM A SDU AI 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, St. Paul, MN ............... $500.00 

Carrie Steski, Winnipeg, MB..............:.:cccsseseeseeseees $300.00 

M/M Savu Candea, Cleveland, OH ...... ceeace $50.00 

M/M J.J. George, Regina, SK........ noa seen oco ceai dacie nada $50.00 

M/M John Zakhi, Ft. Wayne, IN ................::csssceeeeees $40.00 

Anne Ceanga, Southfield, MI .....icsctsecslisicesosteccenans $25.00 

Mary Demetriade, Warren, MI... nenea $25.00 

Elizabeth Galbincea, Cleveland, OH... $25.00 

V. Rey. & Psa. Vasile Hategan, Lakewood, OH ...... $25.00: 

Anna C. Musta, Lakewood,:OH ic:..:.cick-aumcciea lanes $25.00 

Dimitrie Toth, Waterford, MI ...............c.scsccsesresseeeens $20.00 

Helen Toth, Waterford, MI nea one apa i $20.00! 

GENERAL DONATIONS 

Mariana Vajda, Belle Meade, NY ...............ccc0cccceeee $50. 
(For the good health of Mariana Vajda) 

Victor. Leahul; Redford, MIE e $20. 

Victor Magardician, Chicago, IL... eee eee $20. 

M/M John Cantor, Walled Lake, MI... eee $10. 

M/M Niculai Fedorovici, Livonia, MI... $10. 

M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI ............. $10. 

Anna Jonascu, Westland, MI ...............cccccsceceeeeeeeceees $10. 

MEMORIAMS 

Mary Olariu, Ypsilanti, MI 0.0. uci ee $100.00 
(1.M.O. Elizabeth Maerean Coffman) 

luliana Campean, Grosse Pte. Pk., MI... $30.0€ 
(1.M.O. Valentina Cornea) 

M/M George Bursan, Cuyahoga Falls, OH .............. $25.06 
(I.M.O. Uncle, Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 

M/M John Gligor, Boardman, OH... cena $25.06 
(1.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 

M/M Cornell Cotosman, Addison, IL... $25. 
(1.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 

M/M Norman Lantz, Cuyahoga Falls, OH ............... $25. 


(I.M.O. Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 
M/M Harold Shantz, Akron, OH 
(I.M.O. Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 
M/M Constantine Stanitz Sr., Elmwood Park, IL....$25. 

(I.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 


Continued on p. |! 
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RINDFLEISCH PROMOTED 
TO CAPTAIN 


Cristina Rindfleisch, a member of St. Mary’s Roma- 
nian Orthodox Church, Cleveland, Ohio, deserves con- 
gratulations for having been elevated to be the first 
female captain of the Parma, Ohio, police detective bu- 
reau in January. Cristina is the daughter of Earl and 
Cristina Rindfleisch, the granddaughter of Rev. Alexander 
and Psa. Florence Bogioaca, and wife of Sgt. Tony 
Monastra. 

As a member of St. Mary’s, she participated in the 
Sunday School, attended the Vatra camps, and was a 
member of AROY. Both Mrs. Leona Barbu and Mr. 
John Sibisan of Cleveland brought her accomplishments 
to our attention out of the pride they feel for the young 
people in their parish. 

Before becoming a police officer, Cristina earned a 
teaching degree and then went back to school, graduat- 
ing from Baldwin-Wallace College with a degree in 

criminal justice and psychology. She joined the Parma 
"police in 1978 and worked as a civilian dispatcher, the 
first female assigned to general patrol, the first female 
sergeant supervisor in uniform patrol, and then lieuten- 
ant. Her new position’s duties include supervising 14 
detectives and overseeing the investigations involving 
robberies, burglaries, rapes and homicides. 

May God protect Cristina and her husband Tony and 
give them many blessed years! 


SUMMER SCHOOL 
IN ROMANIA 
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M/M John P. Stanitz, Wheaton, IL ...........cccccccssseeeee $25.00 
(I.M.O. Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 

M/M John P. Stanitz, Wheaton, IL... ceeace $25.00 
(I.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 

James C. Stanitz:Jr.; Chicago, IL, .:....05.s0ssedaecasavers $25.00 
(I1.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 

M/M Daniel Poroch, St. Clair Shores, MI ................ $20.00 
(I.M.O. Sanda Carulea & Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 

Dn. & Mrs. Paul Yova, Fairlawn, OH... ceeace $15.00 
(I.M.O. Leonte Copacia, Sr.) 

Dn. & Mrs. Paul Yova, Fairlawn, OH... $10.00 


(I.M.O. Sanda Carulea) 
EPISCOPATE DUES 


St, Dimitrie, Bridgeport; Coon sass care ccooeccontace $280.00 
St John, PHOENIX AZ, a a $60.00 
St. Thomas, St. Louis: MO a aceea ct sal aia ae aaa $40.00 


LADIES AUXILIARY SUNDAY 
Credinta Stramoseasca Ladies Auxiliary, 


The Cultural Section of the Romanian Em- A SRE} RIDE. $500.00 
bassy in Washington, D.C., is offering opportuni- St. Dimitrie Ladies Auxiliary, Bridgeport, CT.......$370.00 
ties for students and scholars to study Romanian St. Elijah Ladies Auxiliary, Inglis, MB .................. $100.00 
language, culture and history in Romania during St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Chicago, ID ................. $100.00 
this coming summer. Buna Vestire Ladies Auxiliary, 

Five universities and the Romanian Cultural Ellwood City, PA saseseasssnscenonscenscensens sosnasenscenssenseancces $25.00 
Foundation are offering courses which combine an Sts. rate a Se Elena Ladies Auxiliary, Sa 
intensive study of the Romanian language with Indianapo 1S, LIN cecene eee nene ne nene neo nonoeoneneneneneneneee d 
lectures and cultural activities. Such courses typi- BISHOP'S (TRAVEL) VISITATION 
cally include four hours of language classes on Holy Trinity, Miramar, i Dn d cup ACL ARR $500.00 
weekday mornings with lectures and workshops on Las Vegas Mission, Las Vegas, NV .......sssessesereees e 
Romanian history and culture in the afternoons. Descent of the Holy Ghost, Warren, MI eacouterceeasvess $ E 

: : Sts. Constantin & Elena, Indianapolis, IN.............. $100.00 
Students are responsible for transportation to and 
from the university as well as tuition, room and MISSION FUND 
board. Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH.......eseseseseeeeesees $100.00 

Contact: Ioana leronim Brandus, Cultural HELP FOR ROMANIA 
Counselor, Embassy of Roma a stai ST Hedwig Gaiswinkler, Chicago, IL ........ssssssessssseensen $10.00 
NW, WASHINGTON . Telephone: 

‘ V.M.LM ASSESSMENT 
CAEL BI Te Bei Center ea Descent of the Holy Ghost, Warren, MI .............. $2,000.00 
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Cuvânt Mamelor 


Ce as putea vorbi eu despre mame, despre mamele 
creștine, eu care sunt născut la fara intro casă cu multi 
copii si am fost purtat în braţe de o mamă cu viata sfântă. 
Căci cât vom putea înţelege noi duhovniceste bucuriile 
mamelor, răbdarea mamelor, rugăciuniile mamelor, 
lacrimile, suferinţele si speranţele mamelor noastre 
smerite, curate si iubitoare de Hristos? Doar atât știm că 
mamele care ne-au născut trupește, tot ele ne-au născut 
şi duhovniceste. Ele ne-au pus numele de botez, ele ne- 
au închinat la 40 de zile în biserică, ele și-au riscat viaţa 
pentru fiecare dintre noi, ele ne-au vorbit întâi despre 
Dumnezeu, ca Tată ceresc, și despre lisus Hristos, ca 
Mântuitorul lumii, și despre biserică, locaș pământesc al 
Prea Sfintei Treimi. 

Mamele ne-au însemnat întâi cu Sfânta Cruce, ele ne 
duceau sărbătoarea la biserică și ne închinau la sfintele 
icoane. Ele ne purtau în braţe și de mână, pe vreme bună 
sau rea, la părintele satului să ne împărtășească cu Trupul 
si sângele Domnului. Ele ne învățau de mici primele 
rugăciuni și mai ales Tatăl Nostru. O, mamele noastre 
smerite, răbdătoare, și binecuvântate, care ne-au dat pe 
Dumnezeu și bucuria vieţii veșnice, care nu și-au întinat 
trupul și ne-au încălzit la inimile lor, și ne-au citit din 
sfintele cărţi, și ne-au dus de mână pe la școli, și ne-au 
pregătit cum au putut ele pentru viaţă, pentru societate, 
pentru slujirea Bisericii lui Hristos. Oare cu ce le vom 
mulțumi acum? Sau cum ne vom arăta recunostinta pentru 
ele? Căci au primit mai bine să moară ele, decât să-și 
ucidă copiii, mai bine să plângă ele cu lacrimi amare, 
decât să-și vadă copiii bolnavi, sau flămânzi, sau plângând 
și suferind. 

De aceea suntem datori să le mulțumim cu datornică 
recunoștință măcar acum, când nu mai sunt printre noi, 
sau zac de boli și bătrâneţe, singure ca niște turturele în 
bătrânele case părintești, uitate de copii, neajutorate, 
lipsite de mangaieri pământești, așteptând ceasul mutării 
la Hristos, privind spre icoane cu ochii în lacrimi. 

O, de-am avea noi astăzi răbdarea mamelor noastre, 
smerenia lor, lacrimile lor la rugăciune, credinţa lor 
fierbinte, simplă și curată în Bunul Dumnezeu! O, de-am 
fi noi atât de iubitori de aproapele, de săraci, de cerșetori, 
de bolnavi și de orice om ca mamele noastre care nu mai 
sunt, sau așteaptă singure să se mute la cer în casele 
sfinte de la ţară, altădată pline de copii, de speranţe, de 
icoane și miros de busuloc. O, de-am pretui noi asemenea 
mamelor noastre viaţa și biserica, și rugăciunea, și timpul, 
și sănătatea, și munca binecuvântată, și toată zidirea, de 
la copii până la rândunele, de la flori și miei până la cerul 
senin de vară, străjuit de îngeri, din care ne privește 
Dumnezeu! Câte avem de învăţat de la ele, cât trebule să 
ne rugăm pentru ele și de câte ori suntem mai slabi în 
credinţă, în iubire, în răbdare și în bucurie duhovnicească 
decât ele. 


Astăzi lumea, Biserica și familia au nevoie mai mult 


ca oricând de voi, de dragostea și jertfa voastră salvatoare, 
de rugăciunile și lacrimile voastre, de copiii voștri crescuți 
în frica de Dumnezeu. De aceea, desteptati-va, lăsaţi, 
plăcerile trecătoare si ucigase de suflet, și mai ales 
desfrâul, paza și avortul, lăsaţi ispitele tinereţii, ca luxul, 
certurile, mânia și fumatul si vă intoarceti iarăși la cinstea 
şi buna credință a mamelor și bunicilor voastre. Jertfiţi- 
vă cu curaj pe altarul familiei, născând și crescând copii, 
răbdând bărbătește necazurile acestei vieţi trecătoare în 
nădejdea împărăției cerești si dati lumii copii cuminţi, 
copii neîntinaţi, copii cu credinţă tare în Dumnezeu, ca . 
să ajungă mâine creștini buni, cetăţeni buni, călugări 
devotați pentru Hristos și preoţi sfinţi pe la sate și orașe. 
Lumea este cumplit de bolnavă. Şi aceasta pentru că. 
nu mai sunt multe mame cu credinţă si viata sfântă pe: 
pământ. Pentru că nu mai are cine educa copiii în duhul. , 
Evangheliei lui Hristos. Pentru că multe din mamele de : 
astăzi îşi ucid fiii prin televizor, prin filme și reviste: 
pornografice, în fata cărora cad pradă si cei bătrâni. Şi | 
pentru că mamele nu-și duc regulat copiii la biserică, la! 
spovedanie, la Sfânta împărtășanie. Vin numai când li se: 
îmbolnăvesc copiii, când au fete de căsătorie, când au! 
examene și alte necazuri. Apoi, iar uită de Dumnezeu. 
Aveţi milă, mamelor, de acești copii nevinovaţi pe! 
care i-ati nascut. Cresteti-i în dragostea lui Hristos, faceţi 
cu ei educaţie religioasă, dati-le cărți sfinte să citească, 
duceti-i pe la mânăstiri și duhovnici iscusiţi, jertfiti-va 
pentru ei, căci copiii sunt mântuirea sau osânda voastră. . 
Fie ca Mântuitorul Hristos să vă dăruiască copii intelepfii 
și curati, iar Maica Domnului să se roage pentru toate 
mamele creștine. Amin. 
Protosinghel Ioanichie Bălan 


Imn închinat femeii 


Cântarea cântărilor 4, 1-7 

Cât de frumoasă ești tu, draga mea, cât de 
frumoasă ești! Ochi de porumbiţă ai, umbriti de 
negrele-ti sprincene, părul tău turmă de capre pare, ce 
din munţi, din Galaad coboară. 

Dinţii tăi par turmă de oi tunse, ce din scăldătoare 
ies; ele au toate doi gemeni și'ntre ele nici o stearpă 
nu-i. 

Cordeluţe purpurii sunt ale tale buze și gura ta- 
i încântătoare. Două jumătăţi de rodii par obrajii tăi 
sub vălul tău cel străveziu. 

Gâtul tău e turnul lui David, menit să fie arsenal 
: Scuturi mii atârnă acolo și tot scuturi de viteji. 

Pieptul tău se aseamână cu doi pui de căprioară, 
doi iezi care pasc printre crini. 

Până nu se răcorește ziua, până nu se’ntinde 
umbra serii, voi veni la tine, delulet de mirt, voi veni 
la tine, munte de tămâie. 

Cât de frumoasă esti tu draga mea si nici o 
patăn tine nu este. 
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Planul De Ajutorare 


A României 
Trei ani de realizari 


La 28 Decembrie 1989, cu prilejul înmormântării 
Părintelui Postelnic, câţiva preoţi si mireni din diferitele 
părţi ale Episcopiei, s'au întrunit împreună cu Episcopul 
Nathaniel și în deplin acord au hotărât: (1) Să facă ceva 
pentru ajutorul fraţilor și surorilor din România care 
chiar atunci se eliberaseră de comunism, printro revoluţie 
sângeroasă (2) Şi să se facă imediat; așa că în următoarele 
întruniri ţinute la Washington, D.C., Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Warren, Akron, Youngstown, etc., Episcopia 
a fost în stare ca, la 25 Ianuarie 1990, cu ajutorul Fundaţiei 
Brothers Brother (BBF) din Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
să trimită la Constanţa, cinci mari încărcături, în valoare 
de trei milioane două sute de mii de dolari. 

O delegaţie compusă din Părintele Richard Grabowski, 
Dl. Constantin Ardeleanu (Merrillville-Indiana) și DI. 
Julian Lapadat (Los Angeles-California), toţi voluntari 
care și-au plătit singuri chieltuielile de drum, s'au dus în 

„România, la 1 Martie 1990, ca să fie prezenţi la sosirea 
în portul Constanţa a primului transport de medicamente 
și echipament medical. 

Au trecut trei ani de când primul transport a sosit și a 
fost distribuit. In tot acest timp multe probleme au trebuit 
să fie rezolvate. Dar cu ajutorul minunat al Fundaţiei 
Brothers Brother, al preoţilor și al credincioșilor din 
parohiile noastre, cu donaţii de la companiile mari și de 
la cele mici, plus contribuţiile personale, programul 
nostru, sub îndrumarea Episcopul Nathaniel, a continuat 
să colecteze, să transporte și să distribuie ajutor umanitar, 
în tara noastră de origine. 

Sau primit medicamente, hrană, cărți, computere, 
sterilizatoare, aparate de radioscopie, mașini de dializă, 
îmbrăcăminte, încălțăminte, paturi si au fost foarte mult 
apreciate. In trei ani, au sosit în portul Constanţa 90 de 
încărcături, ca ajutor din partea Episcopiei noastre. Două 
din cele mai largi transporturi au fost: (1) 1 milion de 
funturi de porumb de sămânță pentru primăvara anului 
1990 şi (2) 1.850.000,00 de mii de funturi pentru 
primăvara anului 1991. S'a simţit o mare nevoie de 
aceste seminţe care s'au trimis la cererea Ministerului 
Român de Agricultură și a Bisericii Ortodoxe Române. 

Inceputul a fost greu. Am cerut cooperarea Bisericii 
Ortodoxe din România și a câtorva agenţii guverna- 
mentale, a universităţilor și a organizaţiilor voluntare de 
studenţi. Uneori, când am avut mare nevoie, am 
întrebuințat și camioanele de transport ale armatei. 

In orice caz, totul a fost distribuit, așa cum arată 
documentele. Prea Sfintia Sa Episcopul Vasile Costin, 
pe vremea aceea vicar patriarhal, a fost şeful Comisiei de 

distribuţie, deplasându-se de multe ori cu mine “pe teren.” 
Mânăstirea Antim din București ne-a oferit spaţiu de 
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depozitare. Episopul Lucian, acum Arhiepiscop de Tomis, 
la Constanţa, ne-a ajutat în portul Constanţa și cu 
transportul. Toţi cei solicitaţi au fost binevoitori si 
generoși. Singurele mici întârzieri au fost cauzate de 
procedurile vamale. 

Nu a fost ușor. Ne-am oferit în mod voluntar și 
continuăm să oferim timpul nostru, osteneală și bani. In 
cele cinci drumuri pe care le-am făcut în Europa, în 
1990-91 și 1992 am plătit din buzunarul meu toate 
cheltuielile de călătorie. Totuși au fost oameni care m'au 
acuzat, atât pe mine cât si pe ceilalţi voluntari, că am 
călătorit pe banii Episcopiei ca să petrec cu prietenii și 
rudele în România. De fiecare dată m'am dus la Ambasada 
Americană din București și i-am informat asupra 
programului nostru. Alţii ne-au acuzat că fraternizăm cu 
foștii dușmani ai Episcopiei, numindu-ne trădători. La 
acestea nu am nimic de răspuns. Las documentele să 
vorbească și știu că Dumnezeu vede tot ceeace facem 
noi. | 

După un an de ajutor, am ajuns la concluzia că ne 
trebuia un reprezentant permanent în România. Consiliul 
Episcopesc a creiat Departamentul de Asistenţă Creștină 
$1 mi Sa cerut să accept postul de Coordonator al 
Asistentei, post plătit cu nici o primă ori salariu ci numai 
cu munca voluntară a unui pensionar sau cum îi place 
Episcopului nostru să zică, “preot rezervist concentrat.” 
Apoi în Martie 1991, Preotul Dumitru Tătulescu, fost 
paroh în Bridgeport, Connecticut, a acceptat poziţia de 
supraveghetor al ajutorului ce pleacă peste ocean și sa 
mutat la București, cu Preoteasa Florina și copiii. Un an 
și nouă luni a lucrat greu ca să primească și să distribuie 
ajutorul, să ne informeze de ce mai este nevoie, să 
reprezinte Episcopia noastră, și să fie o legătură între 
Ambasada.Americană și U.S.A.I.D. in Bucuresti. 

Dacă am reușit sau nu, dacă ajutorul nostru a fost de 
un real folos . . .? Lăsăm pe oamenii din România s4 ne 
judece. După scrisorile, telegramele și telefoanele pe 
care le-am primit, din chitantele și procesele verbale ale 
diferitelor organizaţii şi spitale, este clar că am ajutat și 
că ajutorul nostru a fost foarte binevenit. Una din multele 
scrisori de mulţumire, a fost primită de Doamna Virginia 
Călin din Chicago, care a sugerat voluntarilor ce 
împachetau haine să includă și adresele lor din America. 
Această notă a fost trimisă mie. Este o felicitare de 
Crăciun cu un scris de mână foarte frumos. Pe lângă 
mesagiul de sărbători zice: “Mulţumim pentru lucrurile 
pe care ni le-aţi trimis, a fost un mare ajutor. Cu respect, 
Familia Miclea: Vasilica, Carmen și Stefania (Strada 
Brânzari, Localitatea Vulcănești, Judeţul Prahova). 

La fel se poate vedea din fotografii și casete-video cât 
de mult a fost apreciat ajutorul. Evident că ceeace am 
făcut noi este numai o mică parte din efortul continuu al 
multor organizaţii din toată lumea, care ajută. In Bucureşti 
sunt înregistrate mai mult de 34 de organizaţii caritabile 
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PLANUL 
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din ţările streine. Incă din Iunie 1990 am fost invitat să 
particip la întrunirile grupului Strategic pentru România, 
care se tin odată la trei luni la Departamentul Sănătăţii $1 
al Resurselor Umane în Washington D.C., unde diferite 
organizaţii particulare voluntare (PVOs) se adună cu 
reprezentanţi oficiali si de la Ambasada Română în U.S. 
în schimb de experienţă și de vederi, concentrându-se 
asupra celor mai presante nevoi. 


Din nenorocire noi nu avem bani. Donatiile de la 
companii si de la Guvern sunt minime în momentul de 
faţă, aproape inexistente. Uniunea Sovietică, Somalia, 
Bosnia, Croatia etc . . . sunt acum pe primul plan. 


Aş vrea să mentionez aici că cu ajutorul de la BBF, în 
urma întâlnirilor noastre de la Washington și Pittsburgh 
cu DI. Luke Hingson, Directorul BBF şi al altor persoane 
oficiale, am putut trimite făină de porumb în noua 
Republică Independentă Moldova (BASARABIA), în 
anul 1991 iar în 1992 am trimis, pe lângă porumb, 
echipament de spital, cărţi, îmbrăcăminte, computere și 
alte materiale. 


Din cauza lipsei de fonduri, am închis oficiul nostru în 
București. Încercăm să găsim o soluţie alternativă. Ar fi 
păcat să ne oprim chiar acum, după ce am trimis ajutor 
în valoare de aproximativ 45 de milioane de dolari. Dacă 
îmi ajută Dumnezeu, anul acesta în Aprilie, am să mai 
fac o călătorie în România, să pun la punct un nou sistem 
de distribuţie. In acelaș timp, ne gândim să trimitem 
paturi și asternuturi . . . etc. la un azil de bătrâni de 50 de 
locuri, iar după aceea, la un orfelinat. Nevoile sunt mari! 
Cerem oamenilor noștri să fie generosi si să doneze 
pentru acest program. Dacă nu puteţi da, cel putin rugati- 
vă să avem succes. 

In numele tuturor celor ce au primit ajutor, vreau să 
mulțumesc tuturor donatorilor și voluntarilor, Tineretului 
Ortodox Român din America (A.R.0.Y.) Cluburilor de 
Pensionari și tuturor celor care în orice fel au pus timp 
si bani și efort în această operă caritabilă. 


Deasemenea, rugaţi-vă lui Dumnezeu să-mi dea putere 
ca să pot continua lucrul atât timp cât este nevoie sau cât 
Episcopul nostru crede că are nevoie de efortul meu 
voluntar. 


Rugaţi-vă pentru o Românie liberă și ca Dumnezeu să 
binecuvinteze pe poporul nostru de acolo. Şi, fiţi unul 
din suporterii noștri! 


Pr. Richard Grabowski 
U.S. Coordinator of Assistance 
Help for Romania 
Phone: (216) 394-8575 
Fax: (216) 393-2581 
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MAMA SI FEMEIA 
CRESTINA 


Sirul nesfârșit al celor ce au urmat Legea Sfântă, ne dă | 
pildă de ceea ce înseamnă a crede și a iubi pe Dumnezeu. | 

Când Ap. Petru si Pavel erau la Roma, au fost prinși, 
întemnițați și duși înaintea prefectului de atunci, care i- 
a întrebat: “Noi Romanii am adus în lume ordinea, am | 
adus civilizaţia, am adus dreptatea. Voi creștinii ce mai | 
puteţi aduce, pe care noi să nu-l avem?” 

Cu simplitate, dar și cu hotărâre, Apostolii au răspuns: 
“Noi aducem în lume iubirea. Fără iubirea creștină lumea | 
este ameninţată să-și piardă întreaga civiliztie, atât de: 
prețioasă pentru toţi.” 

Evanghelia ne spune că învăţătura Mântuitorului este : 
Religia iubirii. “Dumnezeu este iubire,” spune Ap. Ioan. . 
loan 4,8. 


Din istorisirile evanghelice stim că, pe când lisus; 
propovăduia învăţătura Lui, era însoţit, pe lângă Sf.. 
Apostoli și de multe Mame, care-și aduceau copiii să fie: 
binecuvantati de El, dar si de multe femei creștine. De: 
altfel, ele sunt de faţă la minunile săvârșite de EI, le: 
găsim pe drumul suferinţei, ca și în timpul răstignirii pe? 
Golgota. 

In dimineaţa Sf. Invieri, aceste evlavioase femei, uitând 
amenințările stăpânirii, încă întuneric fiind, sau dus la 
mormântul Domnului, să ducă miresme, după obiceiul 
vremii, aşa cum aprindem și noi o lumânare, ori candelă, 
la mormântul celor dragi. Ele sunt cele care aduc 
Apostolilor vestea Sf. Invieri. Sf. Biserică închină acestor 
vrednice creștine o zi. Este Dumineca Mironositelor 
femei. Pe unele le cunoaștem: Maria Magdalena, Maria 
lui Jacob, Susana, Salomi, mama Apostolilor Iacob sii 
loan, Marta şi Maria, surorile lui Lazăr din Vitania si 
altele multe care prin iubirea, credinţa și jertfa lor, fac pe 
lisus să însemne amintirea lor pe paginile Sf. Evanghelii. 

Despre femeia care a turnat pe El “mir de nard,” 
înaintea răstignirii a zis: “Ori unde se va propovădui 
Evanghelia, se va spune și ce-a făcut aceasta, spre 
pomenirea ei.” Mt. 26, 13. 

“O, femeie, mare este credinţa ta” , a spus Mântuitorul! 
mamei cananience, care l-a cerut vindecarea fiicei sal 
bolnave. Mt. 15, 28. “Numai de voi atinge veșmântul 
Lui, voi fi vindecată” suspina femeia bolnavă de 12 ani. 
Mc. 5, 28. “lertate sunt păcatele ei cele multe” spun 
lisus celei păcătoase, care uda cu lacrimi picioarele Lui 
si cu părul capului ei le stergea. Lc. 7, 44 Marele scriito 
francez Francois Renée Chateaubriand (1768-1848) î 
copilărie, a fost credincios. Mai târziu, ca tânăr, sa lăsa 
ispitit de valul păcatelor. Mama lui s'a rugat și a vărsa 
multe lacrimi, pentru întoarcerea lui la Dumnezeu. | 
amintirile sale, Chateaubriand spune cum plângea mama 
lui, văzându-l pe drum rătăcit. “A plâns și a crezut,” scrie 
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MAMA SI FEMEIA 
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el si încheie: “Binecuvântată să fii, scumpă mamă, că 
m'ai învăţat să cred și să-mi disciplinez viaţa.” 

Tradiţia Sf. Biserici, ca și istoria, ne dau multe nume 
de femei și mame creștine, care au săvârșit fapte mari. 
Sf. Elena și-a increstinat fiul, Constantntin cel Mare, 
care, ajuns împărat roman, dă libertate creștinismului, 
prigonit de păgâni. Clotilda și-a increstinat soţul, Clovis 
$i prin el întreg poporul francez. Numia a increstinat 
imperiul iberian, Spania si Portugalia de azi. Emilia, 
mama Sf. Vasile cel Mare, Antuza, mama Sf. loan Gură 
de Aur, Silvia, mama Sf. Grigorie, au împodobit inimile 
copiilor lor cu credinţa în Dumnezeu, devenind Sfinţi ai 
Bisericii creștine. 

De este adevărat că inima omenirii este familia, tot 
atât de drept este că inima familiei este mama., care ne- 
a învăţat să facem Sf. Cruce, ne-a învăţat cele dintâi 
rugăciuni, primul nostru însoțitor la Sf. Biserică. Cea 
dintâi Sf. Cuminecătură am luat-o în braţele mamei. 
Mulţumim lui Dumnezeu că avem mame și femei creștine, 
pline de credinţă și iubire faţă de Dumnezeu. 

Insoritul Mai ne îmbie, în a doua duminecă, crinul 
dragostei de Mama, “Mother's Day” , ca prinos de 
recunoștință aceleia care a plâns, să nu plângem noi, a 
răbdat, ca să nu răbdăm noi și pentru toate o răsplătim cu 
un cuvânt: Mamă. 

Există un om care să fi dat mai mult și să fi primit mai 
puţin decât mama? Oare cine iartă și rabdă mai mult? 
Prea târziu am înţeles, cum avea ea timp de toate. Mama, 
cu inima dăruită fiecărui copil în parte și tuturor copiilor 
la un loc. Vorbele tale, Mamă, rămân o carte a legii, la 
care ne întoarcem din ispitele vieţii. 

Cum să-i mulţumim Mamei, care nu aşteaptă 
mulţumiri, cum să-i răsplătim fiinţei dragi, care nu 
așteaptă răsplătiri? Atunci, îngăduește-mi Mamă să-ţi 
sărut mâna ostenită de trudă și fruntea înseninată de 
necuprinsul iubirii ce-o porţi copiilor tăi. Ce săraci suntem 
în faţa jertfelor tale. Numai Tu ai dăruit o viaţă pentru un 
singur sărut de recunoștință. Dar alinările și lacrimile 
Tale, cine le uită? 

Când închinăm un gând de recunoștință acestor fiinţe 
dragi, o putem spune rugându-ne: Prea Sfântă Marie, 
cere pentru noi Fiului Tău și Dumnezeului nostru, astfel 
de Mame si Femei Creștine, Ingerii păzitori ai Familiei. 

Părintele Bârsan 
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SCRISORI DIN 
ROMÂNIA 


Prea Sfintia Voastra, 
Prea Sfintite Natanail 

Respectuos, din toată inima, Vă rog să primiţi din 
partea mea și prin mine din partea tuturor preoţilor și 
credincioșilor din episcopia ortodoxă a Maramureșului 
și Sătmarului cele mai calde și curate mulțumiri pentru 
darul deosebit de frumos gi de preţios pe care Prea 
Sfintia Voastra în luna august a.c. ni l-aţi oferit, dînd 
binecuvintarea și arhiereasca îndrumare Părinților din 
America ca să vină aici la noi in ROMANIA, și să 
vestească cuvintul lui Dumnezeu temeinic și frumos. 

Doresc să vă asigur Prea sfintite si Prea Iubite Părinte 
Episcop că Părintele Suciu si Braga, au săvirşit aici o 
lucrare de o valoare excepțională prin traducerea in limba 
noastră, a cuvintărilor inspirate, rostite de cei patru clerici 
Americani. 

Născut departe de pămintul si tara strămoșilor și in 
afara specificului nostru crestineasc Prea Sfintia Voastra 
ati auzit si aţi ascultat glasul strămoşilor care din adincuri 
v-a chemat ca să vă puneţi sufletul și viaţa in slujba 
Bisericii noastre ortodoxe și a neamului românesc, mult 
chinuit, asuprit și batjocorit. 

Din toată inima Va multumasc si pentru trimiterea 
acestor minunaţi soli si vestitori a Cuvintului lui 
Dumnezeu dar și pentru materialul misionar, acele 
preţioase cărți, pe care de atunci și pină acum le-am i 
mpartit la creștinii pe care i-am vizitat și impreună ne- 
am rugat lui Dumnezeu si am preamărit pe Maica 
Domnului, in fiecare duminică și sărbătoare. Cind oferim 
aceste cărti sfinte la credincioși, intotdeauna le spunem 
că aceste cărti sint un dar ce ni l-a trimis Prea Sfinţitul 
Natanail din America. Auzind acest lucru toţi se bucură 
si se mindresc că avem si noi, mult strimtoraţii, un Om 
care se gindește la noi, care ne iubește și pe noi.) 

Episcopia noastră, episcopia ortodoxă română a 
Maramureșului și Sătmarului, a fost reinfiinţată in 1990, 
după eliberarea noastră de sub regimul comunist. Un an 
de zile am stat in Baia Mare intr-o cameră, in casa unui 
preot. Acum bunul Dumnezeu ne-a ajutat, după cum au 
văzut fraţii care din mila Prea Sfinţiei voastre au venit la 
noi, avem o clădire modestă dar funcţională, in care este 
instalat sediul episcopiei, dar nu avem posibilitatea deci 
t foarte modestă ca să ne putem organiza lucrarea 
misionară așa cum ar trebui, de aceea cărţile pe care Prea 
Sfintia Voastră le-aţi trimis, ne sint de foarte mare folos. 

Cind vizitez parohiile am și eu ce oferi bunilor noștri 
credincioși şi cu ei impreună Vă mulţumim. 

In ţara noastră au năvălit tot felul de indivizi care 
organizează mari manifestări in gări, in pieţele unor 
oraşe si pe la sate — oferind tuturor gratuit tot felul de 
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Cont. de la pag. 23 


broşuri si materiale ucigătoare de suflet, prin care 
batjocoresc Biserica, Tainele, Preotia, pe Maica Domului 
si pe toţi sfinţii. Brosurile lor sint foarte ispititoare, de 
aceea materialele trimise de Prea Sfintia Voastra au avut 
un rol doosebit de important si frumos. Credincioșii, 
cind primesc aceste cărţi pe care le-aţi trimis, cu bucurie 
spun: Avem și noi in lume pe cineva care se gindește la 
noi, care ne intinde o mină binecuvintată. 

La București, la Patriarhie, se primesc multe materiale 
dar care nu ajung și la noi, care sintem mai izolaţi. 

Vă mulţumim Prea Sfintite si Vă facem incă odată 
invitaţia ca să faceţi o vizită și nouă celor mai smeriţi din 
Eparhia Maramureșului și Sătmarului. 

Prea Sfintia Voastră, Vă rugăm dacă binevoiţi să 
dispuneti ca să se transmită celor patru Clerici americani, 
cele mai fierbinţi mulțumuiri pentru marea $i importanta 
lor jertă și lucrare pe care au făcut-o pentru cei din 
Maramures si Sătmar. 

„Asiguraţi-i Prea Sfintite că poporul n-a uitat cuvintele 
lor, numele lor, numele Păr. Arhim. Roman Braga și 
Suciu Dan, numele Părinților Gillquist, David Ogan, 
Gregory Rogers şi John Reeves, vor rămine pentru 
totdeauna in memoria mea și in memoria credincioșilor 
de la noi. 

SS Justinian 
Episcopul Maramureșului 
și Sătmarului 


Prea Sfintia Voastră 

Sîntem bucuroși să aflăm că oaspeţii noștri s-au întors 
acasă plini de floare duhovnicească. 

ata semnul că, după patru decenii de temniţă rosie 
izvorul ortodoxiei românești este viu și pur ca roua 
dimineţii. 

Le urez succese depline in păstoraţie, roadă bogată 
pentru Prea Sfintia Voastra ce ocrotiti obştea încredinţată 
spre mîntuire. 

PIMEN 
ARHIEPISCOP AL SUCEVEI SI RADAUTILOR 


Alba Iulia, Septembrie 1992 
In vara aceasta, mai precis în preajma sărbătorii 
Adormirea Maicii Domnului, credincioşii români 
ortodocşi au avut marea bucurie duhovnicească să 
primească ca oaspeţi din America, preoți misionari, trimiși 
din iniţiativa si sub binecuvantarea Prea Sfinţiei voastre. 
Misiunea preoților Dan Suciu, Peter Gillquist si David 
Ogan a dat rezultate fructuoase. Mărturisirea lor a 
credinţei ortodoxe a mișcat pe credincioși şi pe preoți 
deopotrivă. 
Broșurile de doctrină ortodoxă pe care le-au distribuit 
gratuit au fost o binecuvantare pentru cei care au participat 
la serviciile religioase. 
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In timpurile de astăzi pline de neliniște, misiunea 
Bisericii Ortodoxe este extraordinar de importantă și 
singura care poate să aducă pacea lui Hristos. 

Intelegand ca nu suntem singuri în eforturile pe care 
le facem în a avea o societate cu moravuri sănătoase, 
după ce timp de 40 de ani a trăit sub conducerea celor! 
fără Dumnezeu și pentru a reteza propaganda sectarilor 
care ne răzvrătește sufletele, îi mulțumim lui Dumnezeu 
şi deasemenea Prea Sfinţiei Voastre. 

+ Andrei, Episcop de Alba-lulia , 


Timisoara 23, August 1992, 
Prea Sfintite, 

Astăzi sa încheiat misiunea încredinţată prea Cuv. . 
Părinte Roman Braga și insofitorilor veniţi în România | 
să ne ajute în strădaniile noastre misionare. Permiteţi-mi | 
să Vă mulțumesc pentru ceea ce au făcut în Banat și! 
pentru sprijinul acordat. Dincolo de tot ce au făcut dânşii, , 
eu văd dorinţa întreținerii de legături frățeşti între cei de: 
o parte si alta a oceanului, începutul unei perioade noi și | 
mai realiste a relaţiilor dintre Bisericile noastre care: 
trebuie să depășească stadiul anterior. 

Cu frateasca dragoste întru Hristos Domnul imbratisare, , 

+Nicolae, Mitropolit al Banatului i 


PARASTAS PENTRU 
MORŢII REVOLUȚIEI 


Cu ocazia aniversării revoluției, a avut loc un parastas 
pentru cei căzuți, ținut întrun centru urban la oarecare 
depărtare de Viena. Acolo sau așezat o mulțime de 
refugiaţi, găsind condiții mai avantajoase de locuit, 
deoarece Austria nu mai gazdueste refugiați români în 
lagăr! 

Slujba a fost oficiată de tânărul preot Dura, care se 
bucură de simpatii și care, sperăm, va putea lua locul 
actualului preot-securist Braniște. 

Printre mulți români care au luat parte, s'a remarcat 
— spre surpriza generală — și consulul portughez, a cărui. 
soție este o fostă artistă româncă. În plus, au fost doi 
senatori naftional-taranisti care veniseră în Austria! U 
fost artist de teatru, Dinu Dumitrescu, ne-a captivat c 
povestirile sale. 

Senatorii au ținut scurte prelegeri despre situația 
tristă — din Tara și ne-am rugat împreună pentru viitoruh 
ei! 

Asta, după slujba impresionantă, în care s'a cânta 
împreună cu preotul “O ce veste minunată” și “Presarafi 
pe-a lor morminte.” 

Atmosfera, in cârciumioara satului, unde ne- 


întâlnit după biserică, a fost caldă dar, totuși, plină de 
tristețe ... 


Dorina Gabor — Viena 
Ianuarie 1992 
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Sfintirea Bisericii 
“Duminica Floriilor” 
din Hazelton, Penna 


Un grup de Români inimoși din Hazelton, Penna, în 
frunte cu d-l Ion Pasula, Ing. Aurel Secheresiu, d-l 
Nicolae Cornea și alţii, la 9 Decembrie 1991, s'au întrunit 
intro ședință, în care au hotărât să ceară Prea Sfintitului 
Episcop Nathaniel, înfiinţarea unei Misiuni Ortodoxe, 
pentru a servi nevoile spirituale ale credincioșilor din 
localitate. 

Prea Sfinţia Sa, a ascultat cererea lor si a delegat pe 
Părintele Mircea Marinescu, Protopopul locului, (The 
Atlantic Seaboard Deanery) cu verificarea și întocmirea 
formelor de organizare. Au urmat apoi câteva deplasări 
la Hazelton, Pa, si Misiunea a fost organizată, și 
recunoscută ca organizaţie legală de către autorităţile 
locale. 

In Aprile 1992, Prea Sfintia Sa Episcopul nostru 
Nathaniel, a numit ca preot al Misiunii, pe Părintele 
Onisie Morar. La început serviciile religioase au fost 
săvârşite la Biserica Ortodoxă Carpatho-Rusă din 
Freeland, Pa., localitate situată la 3-4 mile de Hazelton. 
_ Statornicia în credinţă și dorinţa unanimă a membrilor 
Misiunii a fost: de a avea Biserica lor proprie. Acest vis 
a devenit o realitate în Martie 1993, când comunitatea a 
cumpărat o biserică de toată frumuseţea, în perfectă 
stare de funcţionare, situată în centrul orașului Hazelton 
pe Strada principală, 314 W. Broad Street. 

Prin sacrificiile financiare ale membrilor Misiunii, 
Biserica cu Hramul “Duminica Floriilor” a fost achitată 
integral, fără datorii ulterioare. 

La 19 Martie 1993, cu ocazia ședinței de primavară a 
Oficiului Protopopesc la New York, cu participarea 
Prea Sfintitului Episcop Nathaniel, Părintele Onisie 
Morar în numele credincioșilor, a cerut Prea Sfinţiei 
Sale, sfinţirea noului locaș de închinare. 

De comun acord, Prea Sfintia Sa, a fixat data sfințirii 
Bisericii pentru Sâmbătă 27 Martie 1993, delegând pe 
Părintele Protopop Mircea Marinescu, cu împlinirea 
rânduielilor bisericeşti ocazioante de eveniment. 

Slujba de sfințire a apei şi untuluidelemn, a început la 
orele 11:00 a.m. (Martie 27, 1993) și a fost urmată de 
Sfinţirea Bisericii. Au slujit în sobor: Părintele Prot. 
Mircea Marinescu, Părintele Casian Fetea și Părintele 
Cornel Vesa din New York, Părintele Onisie Morar, 
'parohul local, Părintele Lawrence Barriger, preotul 
Bisericii Carpatho-Ruse “St. Michael” si preotul 
pensionar Hilary Wroblensy de la Biserica Rusa din 
Hazelton, Pa. 

Slujba de sfintire a Bisericii a fost urmata de Sfanta 
Liturghie, săvârșită în sobor. La strana Bisericii au dat 
răspunsurile: d-l Ing Aurel Secheresiu și Maica Veronica 
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de la Biserica “Sf. Maria” din Elmhurst, N.Y. In asistenţă 
au fost peste 72 de credincioși, în majoritate membrii 
Misiunii “Duminica Floriilor” apoi membrii ai Bisericii 
“St. Michael” și membrii delegaţi ai Bisericii “Pogorârea 
Duhului Sfânt: din Elkins Park, Penna. Predica a fost 
rostită de Părintele Casian Fetea,” Despre Biserică și 
comportarea credincioșilor în interiorul ei.” 

După împărțirea Sfintei Anafore, o masă “Buffet” cu 
variate și delicioase mâncări și prăjituri de post au fost 
servite participanţilor, prin osteneala doamnelor, membre 
ale Misiunii “Duminica Floriilor .” 

Au vorbit Părintele Onisie Morar, conducătorul spiri- 
tual al Misiunii și Părintele Prot. Mircea Marinescu, care 
după ce a transmis celor prezenţi, salutul, binecuvântările 
și urările de bine ale Prea Sfintitului Episcop Nathaniel, 
a vorbit despre: Scopul Misiunii, statornicia în credinţă, 
menţinerea unităţii Misiunii si posibilitățile creșterii 
Misiunii prin cooptarea celor îndoielnici ce nu s'au integrat 
încă în Misiune. Intro atmosferă plină de bucurie, 
satisfacţie sufletească, şi noi speranţe în viitor, sa încheiat 
o zi frumoasă și de neuitat în Hazelton, Pa. 

Corespondent, 
M.M. 


De war fi inviat Hristos 


“lar acum, Hristos a înviat din morţi, parga 
celor adormiti.” 
(Coral 20) 
De n'ar fi înviat Hristos, 
Zădarnic-ar fi fost credința 
Şi omul, pururi păcătos, 
Ingemânat cu suferinţa, 
Prin lume și-ar fi dus căinţa, 
Necunoscând ce-i biruinţa 
De rar fi înviat Hristos. 
De n'ar fi înviat Isus, 
Zădarnic ar fi fost Cuvântul 
Ce pretutindenea s'a spus 
Şi salmpânzit cu el pământul, — 
N'am fi ştiut ce-i Legământul 
Şi veșnic ne-ar fi fost mormântul, 
De n'ar fi înviat Isus. 
Dar Domnul a’nviat din morţi 
Şi-a arătat că Invierea 
Ce-a sfărâmat închise porţi, 
E semnul vieţii şi puterea 
Ce-aduce lumii mangaierea 
Şi darul jertfei învierea 
— Hristos a înviat din morţi! 
Sergiu Grossu 
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COMENTARIU 


Răspuns la Articolul “Contraversy brews over status of 
Orthodox Church in Moldova” in The Orthodox Church 
February 1993 pag. 7. 

Citind acest articol am rămas total dezamăgit pentru ca 
autorul articolului — care nu își dă numele — este un 
necunoscător al Istoriei Bisericii Ortodoxe Române și în 
speţă a celei din Basarabia Română. 

Voi face o precizare: Toate documentele care vor atesta 
adevărul că Biserica Ortodoxă din Bucovina nu a fost nici 
o dată sub jurisdicţia Moscovei decât de la 1944 și până în 
1992, sunt luate din Istoria Bisericii Ortodoxe Române 
(Manual pentru Institutele Teologice) al eruditului Preot 
Profesor Dr. Mircea Păcurariu. 

Așa dar vom pleca dela înfiinţarea Moldovei prin 
descălecarea lui Dragoș. In acest sens Profesorul Păcurariu 
spune: “Si dacă întemeierea Ţării Românești s'a datorat 
reunirii diferitelor formaţiuni politice dintre Dunăre și 
Carpaţi, sub un conducător local — fie Voievodul dela 
Câmpulung, fie cel dela Arges -— întemeierea Moldovei sa 
făcut prin reuniunea diferitelor formaţiuni politice 
preexistente între CARPAŢI, NISTRU SI MARE, de 
către un conducător venit de peste munţi. (1352) 

În 1349 cnezatele rusești de Halici și Lvov au ajuns în 
stăpânirea regelui Cazimir cel Mare al POLONIEI (1333- 
1370) iar în 1352 hotarele Poloniei sau extins până la 
marginile Moldovei de Nord.” (I.B.R. VOL: PAG 257) 
Presupunem — că și Dimitrie Dan și alţi istorici-ca primi 
ierarhi ortodocși din statul independent Moldova și-au 
avut reședința la Rădăuţi, având drept catedrală 
metropolitană, biserică, cu hramul Sf. Nicolae, ctitoria lui 
Bogdan I. Desigur că mitropolia Moldovei a fost 
recunoscută de Patriarhia Ecumenică abia la 26 Iulie 
1401. Până la 1775 unitatea mitropoliei Moldovei s'a 
menţinut. 

În 1775, în urma unei convenţii ruso-turce, partea de 
nord a Moldovei, cunoscută de acum înainte sub numele 
de Bucovina, a fost ocupată de austrieci. După o ocupaţie 
militară de 12 ani, Bucovina a fost unită din punct de 
vedere administrativ, cu Galiţia. In 1849, datorită luptei 
românilor, Bucovina este scoasă din această dependenţă 
administrativă, și devine “ducat” subordonat direct 
guvernului de la Viena. A rămas în această situaţie până 
în 1918, la destrămarea Imperiului Habsburgic. 

Trecerea Bucovinei în stăpânirea Habsburgilor a avut 
urmări și asupra vieţii bisericești. Reședința episcopală a 
fost mutată de la Rădăuţi la Cernăuţi (pe baza hotaririi 
ees din 12 dec. 1781). i 

n 1873, pe baza unui decret al Împăratului Iosif II, 
(1780-1790) Episcopia Bucovinei a fost subordonată 
Mitropoliei Ortodoxe sârbești dela CARLOVIT (si nici 
decum la Moscova cum afirmă scritorul articolului), în 
problemele spirituale dogmatice, iar în 1786 această 
subordonare sa extins și în probleme administrative, 
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episcopul Bucovinei devenind membru al Sinodului 
sârbesc din Carlovit. Această subordonare s'a menţinut 
până la 1918. 

Începând din 1775 legăturile bisericeşti și de altă 
natură ale Bucovinei cu Moldova, au fost împiedicate de 
regimul habsburgic. Clerul și credincioșii Ortodocși din 
Basarabia au avut mult de suferit. Astfel, unii episcopi 
sârbi numiţi de autoritâţi, au căutat introducerea limbii 
slave în biserică. Dar au fost și aspecte pozitive ale acestei 
epoci de mari frământări, trebuie subliniată grija lerarhilor 
Isaia Bălășescu, Silvestru Murariu și Vladimir Repta! 
pentru preoții lor, îndeosebi pentru ridicarea nivelului lor 
cultural. Institutul (1827) si apoi facultatea de Teologie: 
(1875) — al cărei student a fost și regretatul arhiepiscop! 
Valerian — au îndeplinit un rol însemnat, nu numai în viaţa | 
bisericească de aici ci și în viata intregei Ortodoxii.. 
(Biserica Ortodoxă Română din Bucovina sub Austrieci | 
1775 - 1918 în Istoria Bisericii Române Vol. 3, pag. 183} 
- 194). 

Am vrut să arăt aici adevărul istoric al faptelor pe care: 
autorul articolului nu le cunoaște. Nu ştiu ce a urmărit ell 
prin aceasta? . .. Să ridice în slăvi pe Patriarhul Alexei — 
care uită că imperiul comunist Rus a luat sfârșit — și că 
puterea lui canonică este numai peste credincioșii Ortodocși i 
Ruși şi nu peste alții? A uitat oare Patriarhul Alexeii 
canoanele Bisericii sau le-a confundat cu cele ateie? Nu! 
vreau ca prin acest articol să apăr pe Patriarhul Teoctist, 
dar în cazul de fata dreptatea este de partea sa., 
MITROPOLIA ORTODOXĂ A BUCOVINEI ESTE SII 
TREBUIE SĂ FIE A ROMÂNILOR. 

In încheiere aș vrea să-mi permit o sugestie. Atuncii 
când se scrie un articol referitor la Istoria Bisericii Române, 


“în “The Orthodox Church” să fie întrebat si un preot al 


Episcopiei noastre, pentru a se evita astfel de situaţii 
neplăcute. 


Par. Mihai Cerghizani 


Prea Sfintia Sa 
Episcopul Nathaniel 


Invită credincioșii și prietenii Episcopiei să ia 
parte la tradiționala comemorare a zilei de 


Luni 31 Mai, 1993 (Memorial Day) 
la Vatra Românească 


PROGRAM 


10:00 A.M. 
Sf. Liturghie Arhierească urmată de Parastas 
pentru decedaţii militari si Parastas în Pavilionul 
cimitirului, cu binecuvântarea mormintelor 


SOLIA MAY 199 


Vestitorii Primaverii 
Dintr alte ţări, de soare pline, 
Pe unde-ati fost şi voi străine, 
Veniti, dragi păsări, înapoi — 
Veniti cu bine! 
De frunze si de cântec goi, 
Plâng codrii cei lipsiţi de voi. 


În zarea cea de veci albastră 

Nu va prins, dragostea sihastră 

De ceea ce-ati lăsat? Nu va fost dor 
De ţara voastră? 

N-ati plâns văzând cum trece'n zbor 

Spre miazănoapte nor de nor? 


Voi aţi cântat cu glas ferbinte 
Naturii calde imnuri sfinte, 
Ori doine dragi, când vaţi adus 
De noi aminte! 
Străinilor voi nu le-aţi spus 
(Că doine ca a noastre nu-s? 
| 
Si-acum veniti cu drag, in fara! 
Voi revedeti câmpia iară, 
Si cuiburile voastre’n crang! 
E vara, vara! 
As vrea la suflet sa va strang, 
Sa rad de fericit, sa plang! 


Cu voi vin florile’n câmpie 

Si nopţile cu poezie 

Şi vânturi line, calde ploi 
Si veselie. 

Voi toate le luaţi cu voi 

Şi iar le-aduceti înapoi! 
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Parohia Ortodoxă Română “Pogorîrea Duhului Sfânt, 
Warren, Michigan. 


INVITAŢIE 


Consiliul Parohial și Reuniunea de Doamne dela Parohia 
Ortodoxă Română “POGORÎREA DUHULUI SFÂNT 
din Warren, Michigan, dela adresa: 31500 RYAN ROAD, 
va invita cu mult drag sa luati parte la Sfintele Slujbe de 
Sfintire ale noii noastre Biserici Parohiale, ce vor avea loc 
in zilele de 4 si 5 Septembrie 1993. 


Lucrările de proiectare și de construcţie a noii Biserici 
Parohiale au început în anul 1987 și vor fi terminate cu 
ajutorul lui Dumnezeu în vara acestui an. Valoarea 
construcţiei Sfintei Biserici, pictarea și mobilierul, precum 
si celelalte utilităţi se ridică la suma de aproape două 
milioane de dolari, iar numărul membrilor Parohiei noastre 
este de numai 300. De aceea îndrăznim, în numele dragostei 
noastre creştine si al frăţietăţii noastre românești, să 
apelăm la toţi aceia care au posibilitatea să ne ajute cu o 
donaţie cât de mică, înscriindu-vă astfel numele printre 
citiorii şi binefăcătorii acestei Sfinte Biserici. Orice donaţie 
pentru noi va însemna foarte mult. Menţionăm că mai 
avem de plătit la Banca Natională din Detroit (National 
Bank of Detroit) suma de un milion de dolari. 


Încredinţându-vă că numele tuturor donatorilor vor fi 
pomenite la Sfintele Slujbe pentru sănătatea și mântuirea 
lor, vă mulţumim cu recunoștință și vă așteptăm cu drag 
la sfinţirea noii noastre Biserici Parohiale. 


Preot Paroh IOAN MIHUT Președintele Consiliului 
Parohial: CRĂCIUN ALMĂJAN; Vicepreşedinte: 
CRĂCIUN IACSA; Epitrop I: ILIE NEDA; Epitrop II: 
ION PACURARU; Casier: GEORGE ARDELEAN, JR.; 
Secretarul Consiliului Parohial: REMUS PASCU; 
Presedinta Reuniunii de Doamne: DOINA SAMOILA; 
Vicepreşedintă: BISERCA RUGILA. 
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Gânduri Despre 
Episcopul Valerian Trifa 


Guvernatorul Pilat voia să-L elibereze pe lisus si să 
nu-L condamne la moarte, pentru că nu săvârșise 
nici o infracţiune. Un grup de oameni, sfatuiti de 
cărturarii ludeilor, au cerut însă Guvernatorului 

Pilat să-L elibereze pe Barrabas, infractor dovedit, 

şi nu pe lisus Hristos, pentru care au cerut să fie 

răstignit. 

loan 18:40; 19:18 

La împlinirea a cinci ani de la plecarea la Domnul a 
Episcopului Valerian, ne amintim cu emoție şi 
recunoştinţă de mesagiul său lăsat Episcopiei şi 
credincioșilor de a continua lucrarea în Domnul nostru 
lisus Hristos. , 

Mesajul său izvorăşte dintro înţelegere deplină a 
învățăturilor creştine-ortodoxe şi pledează pentru 
implicarea noastră totală în apărarea credintii strămoșești. 

Dotat cu o inteligență ieșită din comun, având o 
pregătire multilaterală, Episcopul Valerian și-a dedicat 
întreaga viaţă Bisericii lui lisus şi a militat cu consecvență 
pentru apărarea și consolidarea ei. 

Episcopul Valerian Trifa nu a fost un om politic așa 
cum detractorii săi au regizat o falsă imagine, pentru 
a-l compromite și discredita în faţa autorităţilor americane 
si implicit a distruge o operă sfântă, la care se angajase. 

Personalitate complexă, luptător creștin desăvârșit, 
orator de înaltă clasă, Episcopul Valerian își trăgea puterea 
din adevărurile absolute pe care le cunoștea și înţelegea 
perfect. 

Vocatia sa de a sluji Biserica o asocia cu setea de a fi 
folositor românilor de pretutindeni, de a-i ajuta să 
înțeleagă libertatea, demnitatea și dragostea creștină. 
Inzestrat cu un talent organizatoric pe măsura inteligenţi 
sale sclipitoare, Episcopul Valerian a trezit interesul 
oamenilor spre a-l susţine în toate proiectele religioase şi 
laice ce le-a iniţiat. Dorinţa sa fierbinte era să-i vadă pe 
români uniţi, slujitori și sprijinitori ai Bisericii Ortodoxe, 
organizaţi întrun grup etnic puternic care sar fi putut 
afirma pe continentul american. Era conștient de valoarea 
oamenilor, pe care o vedea realizată numai prin Biserică, 
în interesul lor și al comunității româno-americane. 
Episcopul Valerian era un anticomunist convins, dându- 
şi seama încă din tinereţe ce nenorociri proat aduce acest 
sistem politic pentru România. Atitudinea sa consecvent 
anticomunistă a fost salutată de românii din exil cât și de 
cei din ţară, devenind astfel un simbol pentru apărarea 
drepturilor fundamentale ale omului. 

Această atitudine i-a atras însă o reacţie deosebit de 


neutralizarea lui totală. Autorităţile comuniste de lai 
Bucureşti şi-au dat seamna că Episcopul Valerian! 
constituia singura voce care nu accepta compromisul de: 
dragul de a-și păstra scaunul episcopal și de aceea au 
întreprins tot ce le-a stat în putinţă, pentru a-l aduce la! 
tăcere. De aceeași soartă tragică a avut parte şi familia sai 
în România. Părinţii lui au suferit ani mulţi de închisoare, 
fraţii la fel, iar unul din frați a fost împușcat, pentru vina 
de a avea un frate episcop al Românilor din Statele Unite: 
şi Canada, care declară deschis că respinge sistemul 
comunist din România si nu acceptă nici un compromis. 

Caracterul său demn, ţinuta morală ireproşabilă și in’ 
special credinţa sinceră și curată în Dumnezeu, l-au ajutat! 
să treacă peste toate greutăţile vieţii pământești, reuşind 
să păstreze nealterată independenţa Episcopiei de la V atras 
Românească, oază de credinţă, cultură și civilizaţie pent 
românii de pretutindeni. 

C.M. 


Toiul primăverii 
Pe coaste ierburi spânzură nebune, 
Vâlvoi de flori, salcâmi ies la uluci, 
Duc tei adânci miresme în zăbune 
Şi-i verde viersul mierlelor prin nuci. 


S'amestecă în clocot firi și lume, 

Foi bat în vânt, aripi asteapta’n ou, 
Şal nou de ape-i lacul fără spume, 
Răsfrângerea de sălcii un ecou . . . 


E primăvară pânăn slăvi . . . Şi grele 
De seva cerului țâșnităn nori, 
Azurul infrunzeste randunele 
Şi zările dau muguri de cocori. 
Vasile Voiculescu 


Second Class 


SOLIA — THE HERALD 
Postage Paid 


PO BOX 185 
GRASS LAKE MI 49240-0185 | | „e, 
USA offices 


ape ; i ; OR SHOUD) NSTITUTE 
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